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Who We Are & Mission

The Association of State Wetland Managers is a nonprofit membership organization established in 1983 to promote and enhance protection and 
management of wetland resources, to promote application of sound science to wetland management efforts and to provide training and education for 
our members and the public. Membership is open to all. 

Goals 
       
    • Help states develop and implement wetland regulatory and management programs
    • Improve the coordination of wetland programs and policies at all levels of government
    • Provide training and capacity building for state wetland programs
    • Facilitate the integration of wetlands into water resources and watershed management
    • Build conservation and restoration partnerships among states, tribes, local governments, nonprofits, and other interested parties
    • Translate wetland science into fair and reasonable government policies
    • Encourage minority participation in wetland protection, restoration and management
    • Integrate wetlands into broader landscape and resource management initiatives



Dear Reader, 

The Association of State Wetland Managers, Inc. was created because states wanted to talk 
to other states to find out how to improve wetland programs.  Twenty-seven years later we’re 
still talking.  During that time our membership has expanded, wetland science has improved 
and wetland programs have grown into many new areas.  Wetland programs now encompass 
permitting, restoration, monitoring and wetland water quality standards.  The tools, the science, 
and the public’s support for protecting wetland resources has grown well beyond the imagination 
of participants during those first meetings in 1983.  We hope to keep learning from each other to 
improve so we can improve the health and sustainability of our Nation’s wetlands.

This past year has been challenging for ASWM.  In a tough economy some of our traditional 
sources of funding were reduced.  In response the ASWM board and staff agreed to pursue a 
strategy to 1) continue support for important projects, 2) explore new funding opportunities, and 
3) improve services to our members, wetland managers, and the public at large.  We recognized it 
would require the expenditure of some of our reserves.  

As we begin 2010 those investments are proving successful.  Our membership has increased 
11% and the readership of free services such as Wetland Breaking News is up 15% from 
2008.  We have new funding for exciting projects that will build state and tribal capacity to run 
wetland programs, provide tools to address climate change, and forge new partnerships between 
government, nonprofits and the private sector.  We are deeply grateful to our members, partners 
and funders who have made this possible.

 From the beginning ASWM has been committed to fostering communication, building scientific 
knowledge and supporting programs designed to protect, conserve and manage wetlands.  We 
strive to provide balanced forums that welcome all viewpoints, to encourage organizations 
to work together  and to use the best information available.  These core principles are our 
touchstone.  They have served us well in the past and they will continue to do so in the future.

      Sincerely,

      Jeanne Christie, Executive Director
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2009 Highlights

Wetland Breaking News 

Wetland Breaking News is distributed and posted online monthly by ASWM.  Wetland Breaking News is an edited compilation of wetland-related 
information submitted by readers and gleaned from list-serves, press releases and websites from throughout the United States.  In 2009 it was 
distributed to over 4,000 subscribers. This year ASWM offered readers an opportunity to comment on the publication.

Reader Comments on “Wetland Breaking News”

“WBN is a primary source of wetland information and news that I wouldn’t normally have access to, such as links to news articles or various reports (gray 
literature) from local sources around the country.”

“I have received information about various regulations and policies much quicker from Wetland Breaking News than I have through regular channels in my 
agency.”

“Rather than post WBN links on our website, we send it around on our Facebook page and Twitter accounts. Reaches a larger (and more engaged) audience.”

“I use the updates on pending legislation and policy changes at the federal level to keep policy makers 
within our state apprised of potential implications for our programs.”

“Two years ago I found out about my current employer via the “Job Openings” posting - THANK YOU 
Wetland Breaking News !!!” 

“I have used articles to improve our State’s wetland mitigation program. I have also referenced articles I 
have read in Wetland Breaking News when writing up an assessment of the State’s program in relationship 
to other wetland programs.”

Comments on ASWM’s other services:

“I have purchased many of ASWM publications, primarily conference proceedings, and refer to them 
on job-related issues. I also utilize ASWM position papers. I often print special reports from the ASWM 
webpage.”

“…hot item alerts and expert analysis of proposed legislation/legal decisions were extremely useful. In 
fact, on more than one occasion the state attorney general’s environmental office wanted to see/use ASWM 
analysis of an issue.”
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New Wetlands Blog: The Compleat Wetlander

ASWM launched its new blog, “The Compleat Wetlander,” in April 2009. This is the official 
blog of the Association.   There are three blog posts weekly.  At the beginning of the week The 
Compleat Wetlander provides an analysis and commentary on wetland policy and science topics 
by ASWM Executive Director Jeanne Christie.  On Wednesday Views from the Blog-o-Sphere 
and the Wetlander’s Pick of the Posts feature blog posts from around the web that ASWM has 
identified as being particularly interesting, important—or containing relevant comments. On 
Friday Strange Wetlands features a whimsical commentary about the weird and wonderful world 
of wetland enthusiasts.  ASWM’s blog entries are often re-posted on other organizations’ blogs or 
webpages including Facebook and Twitter.com The blog also posts wetland poetry and artwork 
submitted by wetland professionals and members. Visit www.aswm.org/wordpress 

       2009 PUBLICATIONS 

A New Mapping Standard, by Jane Awl, ASWM; Jeanne Christie, ASWM; Margarete Heber, 
U.S. EPA and Bill Wilen, USFWS (12/09). http://www.aswm.org/swp/mapping/christie_mapping.pdf 

Mapping Coalitions, by Jeanne Christie and Leah Stetson, ASWM (12/09)
http://www.aswm.org/swp/mapping/christie_mapping.pdf 

Utilizing New Technology and GIS to Improve Permitting Programs, by Leah Stetson, ASWM and Jon Soderberg, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
(12/09) http://www.aswm.org/swp/improving_wetland_permitting/improve_permitting_programs.pdf 

Mapping Wetlands Together: Identifying Partners for Coalitions, by Leah Stetson, ASWM (9/09). Once 
organizations start to team up and collaborate for wetland mapping projects, more can be achieved. Several members 
notified us of new developments in wetland mapping after reading the mapping article in ASWM’s August 2008 
newsletter. It was clear that much of the mapping work undertaken in states was collaborative. In some states, there 
is a lot of opportunity for agencies and organizations to work together in acquiring imagery and/or mapping wetland 
resources. So ASWM queried wetland staff and GIS specialists from around the country to identify potential, and 

sometimes surprising, partners in building a wetland mapping coalition. 
http://www.aswm.org/swp/mapping/wetland_mapping_coalitions.pdf 
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2009 Publications, continued

Stimulus Package Opportunities and Challenges, by Jeanne Christie, ASWM (3/09). The stimulus bill was 
signed in March 2009, but the federal agencies in many cases have been working for months to get ready 
to spend a great deal of money in a very short period of time. Some agencies such as the Federal Highways 
Administration posted information about spending stimulus monies even before the bill was signed. Agencies 
are rapidly finalizing and posting additional details on the criteria that will be used to fund “shovel ready” 
projects. ASWM has assembled information that identifies opportunities and challenges with respect to funding 
projects that will have an impact on wetlands and other water resources. This includes funding that can be used 
for wetland and aquatic restoration as well as projects that will require environmental review and permitting.
http://www.aswm.org/fwp/stimulus/stimulus_bill_022709.pdf  

Wetlands and Natural Hazards. Jon Kusler, Ph.D., ASWM (1/09). This overview paper discusses the relationship between wetlands and natural 
hazards and suggests how wetlands may be better managed to reduce flood losses. It also considers the existing policies and regulations adopted 
at federal, state, and local levels to address these hazards. It suggests measures which could be taken by regulatory and other agencies at all levels 
of government to better address these hazards while simultaneously achieving broader wetland management objectives. The paper is based upon a 
review of scientific literature, a web search, an examination of federal, state, and local regulatory policies and court cases, and ASWM’s workshops 
and symposia deal with wetlands, rivers, streams, and floodplains over the last decade. 
http://www.aswm.org/propub/jon_kusler/wetlands_natural_hazards_012709.pdf 

Recommendations for a National Wetlands and Climate Change Initiative, by Jeanne 
Christie & Jon Kusler, Ph.D. (1/09) based on Wetlands 2008: Wetlands and Global Climate 
Change, held on September 16-18, 2008 in Portland, Oregon. ASWM is recommending that 
federal agencies and Congress create a cooperative National Wetlands and Climate Change 
Initiative with the states, tribes, local governments, and the private sector. It would build upon 
existing coordination mechanisms. 
http://www.aswm.org/calendar/wetlands2008/recommendations_2008_112008.pdf 

Model Ordinances for Regulating Wetlands and Riparian Habitats/Stream Buffers. Jon 
Kusler, Esq., ASWM (12/09). The goal of this paper is to help communities protect and restore 
vulnerable wetlands and related riparian ecosystems by adopting or upgrading regulations. 
http://www.aswm.org/propub/jon_kusler/model_ordinance_1209.pdf



ASWM Webpages Added in 2009

FGDC Wetlands Mapping Standard. ASWM has added a new webpage with more detailed information and additional links on the new Federal 
Wetlands Mapping Standard. http://www.aswm.org/fwp/wetlands_mapping_standard/index.htm

EPA Wetland-Related Links Includes links to EPA news and webcasts. 
http://aswm.org/fwp/epa/index.htm 

Historical Interest. Includes links to documents and guidance that provide 
background on current wetland policies. 
http://www.aswm.org/fwp/historical_interest/index.htm 

Clean Water Act. Contains extensive information on Clean Water Act jurisdiction issues. Media coverage and links to information on Clean Water 
Restoration Act are also available at this webpage. http://www.aswm.org/fwp/cwa/index.htm 

Stimulus Bill 2009 This webpage contains information from EPA, FHA, NRCS, Corps, NOAA, and DOI on the Stimulus Bill 2009 along with 
guidance documents, resources and links of interest. http://www.aswm.org/fwp/stimulus/index.htm 

Wetlands and Legal Issues. This site includes news on takings, media coverage, 
ASWM legal publications, blogs of legal interest. 
http://www.aswm.org/fwp/legal/index.htm 

Wildlife-Friendly Stream and Undercrossing Research. This site offers links to 
reports, projects, manuals on stream crossing and cool wildlife photos!
 http://aswm.org/science/wildlife-friendly/index.htm 

Wetland Book List-On Amazon. ASWM has put together a comprehensive list of wetland books that can be purchased through Amazon.com.  http://
www.aswm.org/propub/bookservice/index.htm  

ASWM Annual Report 2009  p. 6



 
       TOTAL
INCOME    
 Contributions and Public Support $141,248.13
 Program Income $19,255.50
 Membership Dues $19,490.00
 Interest Income $796.85
 Reimbursed Expenses $5,140.00
 Total Income               $185,930.48
 
EXPENSE    
 Labor                 $184,268.95
 
 Non-Labor   
  Commercial Insurance $1,451.55
  Nonemployee compensation $8,665.00
  Office Computers             $2,997.84
  General Office                       $14,297.84
  Program Expense           $10,720.55
  Travel Expense             $9,591.27
  Miscellaneous                         $3,888.76

TOTAL EXPENSE           $235,881.76

Net Income or Loss                       -$49,951.28

ASSETS                                    December 2009  
 Current Assets 
  Checking/Savings $156,140.93
  Other Current Assets $167.00
 Total Current Assets $156,307.93

TOTAL ASSETS $156,307.93

LIABILITIES & EQUITY 
 
 Liabilities  
  Total Accounts Payable $915.00
  Other Current Liabilities $4,788.87
  Total Current Liabilities $5,703.87
 Total Liabilities $5,703.87

 Equity   
  Retained Earnings $150,604.06

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY $156,307.93

Financial Reports 2009
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Board of Directors 

Peg Bostwick, Chairman 
Peg is an Environmental Quality Specialist in the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality in Lansing. Since 1989, she has served as 
the Section 404 Coordinator for Michigan’s state-assumed 404 Program and is currently the Chief of the Wetlands, Lakes and Streams Unit. 
When not at work, Peg and her family raise Jacob sheep on a small farm in Clinton County, Michigan. 
 
Lynda Saul, Vice-Chairman
Lynda is the State of Montana Wetland Program Manager. She leads the state-wide Montana Wetland Council to increase the protection of 
Montana’s wetlands through non-regulatory approaches and enhanced coordination. She received the 2007 National Wetlands Award for State, 
Tribal, and Local Program Development. She returned to her state position in Montana in February 2005 after a year-long position in D.C. She 
missed her dog, cross country skiing and mountain biking. 

David Davis, Secretary/Treasurer
Dave is the Director of the Office of Wetlands & Water Protection at the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality. In this position, he 
is responsible for Virginia’s independent nontidal wetland regulatory program and non-regulatory wetland programs. He is also a member of 
the Society of Wetland Scientists. In his spare time, Dave plays bass trombone. A native of Chincoteague Island, Virginia, Dave has resided in 
Richmond since 1990, is married, and has a precocious daughter who is in the “but why, Daddy” stage. 

Members at Large 

Richard Gitar, Fond du Lac Reservation - Office of Water Protection 
Rick is a Water Regulatory Specialist for the Fond du Lac Reservation - Office of Water Protection (located in Northeastern Minnesota). Rick 
was a recipient of a 2009 National Wetlands Award from the Environmental Law Institute. In his spare time, Rick enjoys camping, fishing, 
bicycle touring, canoeing, trail building (for the Superior Hiking Trail system), or just spending time at home with his wife, two children, two 
dogs, two cats and one bird in Duluth, Minnesota.

Maryann McGraw, New Mexico Environment Department 
Maryann is the Wetlands Program Coordinator and the Wetlands and Department of Transportation Team Leader with the New Mexico 
Environment Department (NMED) Surface Water Quality Bureau. Maryann brings to the ASWM board the perspective and challenges of a 
newly formed and growing wetlands program. Maryann paints en plein air in pastel, concentrating on New Mexico’s scenic vistas and how 
time and seasonal changes affect those places. 
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Janet Morlan, Oregon Department of State Lands
Janet is the Wetlands Program Manager at the Oregon Department of State Lands (DSL). She enjoys providing wetland delineation training and 
has been an active participant in developing regional supplements to the 1987 Corps Wetlands Delineation Manual. She’s also active with the 
Society of Wetland Scientists, including as past president of the PNW chapter, and she is currently Chair of the Professional Wetland Scientist 
Certification Program’s Ethics Committee. For fun, Janet enjoys exercise, gardening and competing in canine musical freestyle with her Belgian 
Tervuren, Kobe.

Alan Quackenbush, Vermont Department of Environmental Conservation 
Originally from central New York, Alan had an early affinity for wetlands that were prevalent on the farm where he grew up. Alan serves as 
a member-at-large on the board of the Association of State Wetland Managers; is a member of the Society of Wetland Scientists; is on EPA’s 
National Wetland Condition Assessment Workgroup and New England Wetland Workgroup for monitoring and assessment. He lives in the Green 
Mountains, just a few miles from work, with his wife Audrey and his dog Sadie.

Staff

Jeanne Christie, Executive Director, Association of State Wetland Managers, Inc. (ASWM). 
Jeanne has been with ASWM since 1999 and Executive Director since 2001. From 1995 to 1999 she was a Resource Conservationist with the 
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service, Wetlands and Watersheds Division where she was national program leader for the Wildlife 
Habitat Incentives Program. She worked for the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Wetlands Division (1988-1995) moving from the staff 
level to Section Chief and Acting Branch Chief. Jeanne is a 2007 winner of the National Wetlands Award for Education and Outreach. During her 
spare time she competes in ultra runs, teaches digital photography, and does volunteer work with the Maine Chapter of the Appalachian Mountain 
Club, and Riding to the Top Therapeutic Riding Center. She lives in an 1860 farmhouse in Windham, ME with her husband Larry and their 
‘rescued’ animal companions Tux and Massey.

Jon Kusler, Associate Director, ASWM
Jon is a lawyer, writer, and educator with more than 35 years of experience with wetlands, floodplains and riparian areas. In addition to a law 
degree, he holds a M.S. in Water Resources Management and an interdisciplinary Ph.D. in Land and Water Management from the University 
of Wisconsin. He helped found the Association of State Wetland Managers in 1983 and served as its Executive Director from 1990 to 2001. He 
received EPA’s National Wetland Lifetime Achievement Award in 1990, the Gilbert White award in floodplain management in 1979, and the 
Society of Wetland Scientist’s Lifetime Achievement Award in 2009. He has authored many books and reports concerning wetlands, such as Our 
National Wetland Heritage: A Protection Guide, Regulating Sensitive Lands, and Wetland Creation and Restoration: The Status of the Science 
(co-editor with Mary Kentula). He lives in an old farmhouse in Berne, New York with his wife Pat, two children (when they are home), many 
cats, and two lizards.
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Leah Stetson, Writer-Editor, ASWM
Leah Stetson joined the Association as a writer-editor in fall 2006. She edits Wetland Breaking News, writes feature articles for Wetland News and 
develops content for ASWM’s website. A published poet and conservationist, Leah graduated from College of the Atlantic with a master’s degree 
in human ecology. Before joining ASWM, she wore several different hats—including a Smokey the Bear “Stetson” at Acadia National Park. She 
likes to hike, swim and spend time with her rescue dog, Sophie-Bea. 

Steve Palmer, Project Bookkeeper
Steve has a B.S. in Business Administration from the University of Maine. Steve “re-tooled” after years in sales and has become a specialist for 
bookkeeping and tax preparations. He has worked for ASWM for four years. A flexible schedule has allowed Steve to donate some of his time 
to charity nonprofits. Steve and his wife, Dottie, live on a five-acre woodlot near Sebago Lake. They enjoy living in Maine with their Springer 
Spaniel, Jennie.

Laura Burchill, ASWM Staff 
Laura is the office manager in the Windham office and has been with the Association since 2004. She is responsible for maintaining the member-
ship information; assists with the many tasks involved in preparing for conferences and workshops; handles publication orders; as well as general 
office duties. She has 25+ years experience in graphic design and also works part-time for Parent & Family, a local publication. When not work-
ing, she enjoys spending time with her husband David, two teenagers, Chris and Stefanie, and dog, Jack. 

Sharon Weaver, ASWM Staff 
Sharon is the Publications Specialist and Webmaster for the Association in the Berne, New York office, where she has worked for the past 19+ 
years. Along with general office tasks, she works on the layout and design of Association publications, reports, and brochures. She helps coordi-
nate ASWM workshops and symposia. She manages the ASWM website, which includes daily updates and prepares and designs new webpages. 
When she is not entertaining company, she enjoys some alone time with her husband, Ken, and grown children Karla and Pieter.  She adores her 
three dogs and three cats, who complete the family nest.
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