
Dear Wetlanders, 
 

As I write this, the events for Inauguration Day have already begun. Today we will witness the first 
time in history that a woman, nonetheless a woman of color, has been elected to fill the position of 
Vice President of the United States.  This is big news – this is history in the making. As bittersweet as 
it may seem that in 2021 women are still having to break glass ceilings, it is nonetheless, extremely 
newsworthy. Women working in the field of science have fought equally hard to be given a seat at 
the table. This Thursday, January 21, I hope you will join myself and a panel of eight other female 
colleagues, in a free webinar, hosted by Ecobot at 12:30pm EST, titled “Rise of Women in Wetland 
Science & Tech”. For more information and to register, go here. 
 
In this Edition of Wetland News Digest, we have stories regarding several final actions taken by the 
Trump Administration to rush through rulemakings such as the out-of-cycle revisions to the 
Nationwide Permits program, in line with Executive Order 13783: Promoting Energy Independence 
and Economic Growth. In Editor’s Choice, you will also find an article regarding a coalition of 12 
attorneys general from around the U.S. who have filed court briefs in support of the lawsuit against 
the Keystone XL tar sands oil pipeline – an interesting twist in this ongoing story as well as for the 
Nationwide Permits program in general. We also have several interesting state and tribal news 
stories, several new publications/reports and an interesting list of Wetland Science and Potpourri 
stories.  
 
I hope you enjoy this first Wetland News Digest of 2021. If you  
have news stories you would like us to consider including in the 
future, please send them to us at news@aswm.org.   
 
Happy New Year! 
 
Best regards, 

Marla J. Stelk 

Editor, Wetland News Digest 
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Editor’s Choice 

  
Proposed Information Collection Request; Comment Request; Clean Water 
Act 404 State-Assumed Programs 
 
A Notice by the Environmental Protection Agency – January 15, 2021 
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is planning to submit an 
information collection request (ICR), “Clean Water Act Section 404 State-
Assumed Programs” (EPA ICR No. 0220.14, OMB Control No. 2040-0168) to 
the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) for review and approval in 
accordance with the Paperwork Reduction Act. Before doing so, EPA is 
soliciting public comments on specific aspects of the proposed information 
collection as described below. This is a proposed extension of the ICR, which 
is currently approved through July 31, 2021. An Agency may not conduct, or 
sponsor and a person is not required to respond to a collection of 
information unless it displays a currently valid OMB control number. The 
federal register notice can be found here. 
 
EPA Army Corps of Engineers announces finalization of nationwide permits  
 
PRNewswire – January 5, 2021 
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) announced today that it reissued 
12 and issued four new nationwide permits (NWPs) for work in wetlands and 
other waters that are regulated by Section 404 of the Clean Water Act and/or 
Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899. Read more here. 
 
What this year's rulings and court fights mean for 2021  
 
Pamela King – E&E News – December 30, 2020  
President Trump's four years in office brought a steady stream of courtroom 
brawls over environmental issues before an increasingly conservative 
judiciary. 2020 was no exception. The last 12 months have been marked by a 
fresh crop of Supreme Court rulings on environmental questions, major 
courtroom victories for Black communities fighting energy projects and a 
notable loss for a group of kids who want the government to help protect the 
next generation from the harms associated with a rapidly warming planet. 
Read more here. 
 
Attorneys General Support Legal Challenge of Permit for Keystone XL Tar 
Sands Oil Pipeline  
 
By Glynn Wilson – New American Journal – December 23, 2020 
A coalition of 12 attorneys general around the country have filed friend of the 
court briefs in support of a federal lawsuit by environmental groups 
challenging the legality of the Trump administration’s permit for the Keystone 
XL pipeline transporting Canadian tar sands oil into the United States and 
across the American West. Read more here.  

ASWM’s membership is 
growing, but we’re still 
missing you! What does 
membership do for you? 
Check out these great 
membership benefits below: 

▪ Free Participation in our 
Members’ Only Webinar 
Series 

▪ Exclusive access to 
Members’ Webinar 
recordings 

▪ Free Certificates of 
Participation for all LIVE 
ASWM webinars 

▪ Free Subscription to the 
Association's  
bi-monthly membership 
newsletter, Wetland News 

▪ Free Subscription to the 
Association's weekly news 
bulletin, Insider's Edition 

▪ Reduced Rates for 
Participation in ASWM 
Workshops and Training 
Sessions 

▪ Opportunities for 
Involvement in ASWM 
Committees 

▪ And More!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Join / Renew  
Your  

Membership 
 

Dawn Smith, ASWM Photo 
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A Certificate of Participation to be used toward Continuing Education  Credits will be available for these 

webinars. Free Certificates of Participation are a benefit of ASWM membership. Non-Members who request a 

certificate will be charged a processing fee of $25.00.  You will have up to 60 days to retrieve your certificate. 

Certificates are not available for viewing recorded webinars. More Information can be found here.  
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 REGISTER HERE 
 

MORE INFORMATION 

 

BEAVER 
RESTORATION 
WEBINAR  
SERIES 
 
 

REGISTER HERE 
 

Using Drone Technology t o Support  
Wet land Work 

Wednesday, January 27, 2021  
3:00 pm-4:30 pm ET 

Presenters: 
 

Barbara Poage 
Oregon Department 

of State Lands 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Addressing Policy Considerat ions: 
Navigat ing the Regulatory Environment 
and Stakeholders 

Thursday, February 4, 2021   

3:00 pm-4:30 pm ET 
 
Presenters: 
 

Chris Jordan 
NOAA's 

Northwest 
Fisheries 

Science Center 
 
 
 

Jessica Lewis 
Mississippi Band of 

Choctaw Indians 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

MEMBERS’ 
WEBINAR 
 

Alexa Whipple 
Methow Beaver 

Project 

Natalie 
Arroyo 
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National News 

 

 

  
EPA finalizes rule to limit science behind public health safeguards  
 
By Juliet Eilperin and Brady Dennis – The Washington Post – January 5, 2021  
The Environmental Protection Agency has finalized a rule to limit what research it 
can use to craft public health protections, a move opponents argue is aimed at 
crippling the agency’s ability to more aggressively regulate the nation’s air and 
water. Read more here. 
 
Major Oil Companies Take A Pass on Controversial Lease Sale In Arctic Refuge  
 
NPR – January 6, 2021 
One of the Trump administration's biggest environmental rollbacks suffered a 
stunning setback Wednesday, as a decades-long push to drill for oil in Alaska's 
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge ended with a lease sale that attracted just three 
bidders — one of which was the state of Alaska itself. Read more here. 
 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Finalizes New Special Permit for Cormorant 
Management in Lower 48 States  
 
Contact: Vanessa Kauffman – U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service– December 22, 2020 
Today, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) announced a final rule and final 
environmental impact statement (EIS) to responsibly manage conflicts associated 
with double-crested cormorants in the United States. The final rule establishes a 
new special permit for state and federally recognized tribal wildlife agencies in the 
contiguous 48 United States to undertake additional cormorant control activities 
when permissible under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA). States and tribes 
must use nonlethal methods before resorting to lethal control. The activities 
allowed under the special permit include controlling cormorants to help reduce 
conflicts with wild and publicly stocked fisheries within state or tribal-jurisdictions. 
States also will have additional flexibility to manage cormorants at state or tribal-
owned hatcheries and release sites. Read more here. 
 
President Trump Signs “Digital Coast” Act into Law  
 
John M. Palatiello & Associates, Inc. – The American Surveyor – December 20, 
2020 
Legislation to establish a constituent-driven program in the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) to provide a digital information platform 
capable of efficiently integrating coastal data with decision-support tools, training, 
and best practices and support collection of priority coastal geospatial data to 
inform and improve local, State, regional, and Federal management of the coastal 
region became law Friday when President Trump signed S. 1069, the Digital Coast 
Act. Read more here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

William Dooley, ASWM Photo 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2021/01/04/epa-scientific-transparency/
https://www.npr.org/2021/01/06/953718234/major-oil-companies-take-a-pass-on-controversial-lease-sale-in-arctic-refuge
https://www.fws.gov/news/ShowNews.cfm?ref=us-fish-and-wildlife-service-finalizes-new-special-permit-for-c&_ID=36823
https://amerisurv.com/2020/12/20/president-trump-signs-digital-coast-act-into-law/
https://www.aswm.org/wetlands-law/policy-documents
https://www.aswm.org/wetlands-law/policy-documents
https://www.aswm.org/wetlands-law/policy-documents
https://www.aswm.org/wetlands-law/policy-documents
https://www.aswm.org/wetland-science
https://www.aswm.org/wetland-programs
https://www.aswm.org/wetland-programs
https://www.aswm.org/aswm/aswm-webinarscalls/
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New Report Says EPA Used Dubious Methodology to Justify Weakening the Clean Water Act  
 
Contact: David Keiser – University of Massachusetts Amherst – December 17, 2020 
The Trump administration’s decision to remove federal Clean Water Act protections from millions of acres of 
wetlands and millions of miles of streams is based on dubious methodology and flawed logic, according to a new 
report by environmental economists from leading research institutions across the U.S., including the University of 
Massachusetts Amherst. The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the Army Corps of Engineers repealed 
the Obama-era Clean Water Rule, which clarified which bodies of water fell under federal protection from 
pollution under the 1972 Clean Water Act. Earlier this year, the agencies replaced that rule with the new 
Navigable Waters Protection Rule, which removes isolated wetlands and ephemeral and intermittent streams 
from federal pollution protection. Read more here. 
 
A new Trump rule could shrink protected habitat for endangered wildlife  
 
By Darryl Fears – The Washington Post – December 15, 2020  
The Trump administration adopted a rule Tuesday that could shrink the historic habitats of plants and animals 
threatened with extinction, an action that opponents say will make it more difficult for them to recover. On their 
way out of office, the directors of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the National Marine Fisheries 
Service established a rule that changed the definition of what determines a habitat under the Endangered Species 
Act. It was the second major rollback the administration has made to the signature wildlife protection law. Read 
more here. 
 
NACWA: Clean water funding excluded from final WRDA package  
 
By Andrew Farr – Water Finance and Management – December 7, 2020 
Friday evening, Congress released its long-awaited conferenced Water Resources and Development Act (WRDA). 
Over the past several cycles, this bill has become the vehicle of choice for authorizing essential funding for clean 
and drinking water infrastructure. While both the House and Senate Committee versions of WRDA 2020 included 
clean water investment, the conferenced language released is limited to the Army Corps of Engineers titles. The 
National Association of Clean Water Agencies (NACWA) has released a statement expressing disappointment that 
Congress was unable to include funding that apparently had bipartisan support. Read more here. 
 

 

Jim Pendergast Photo 

https://www.umass.edu/newsoffice/article/new-report-says-epa-used-dubious
https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2020-27198.pdf
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2020/12/15/climate-endangered-species-trump/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2020/12/15/climate-endangered-species-trump/
https://waterfm.com/nacwa-clean-water-funding-excluded-from-final-wrda-package/
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Adaptation & Resiliency for the Advancement of 

Wetland Science, Policy and Practice 
 

We invite you to join us for ASWM’s Annual State/Tribal/Federal Coordination Meeting, to be held 

virtually April 12-15, 2021. The purpose of this annual meeting is to support state and tribal wetland 

program managers, and other wetland professionals as they respond to challenges in the coming year. 

This year’s annual meeting will be held virtually again due to the COVID-19 pandemic, but each day’s 

agenda will be shorter, start later and include plenty of breaks. 

 

Focus areas for this year’s meeting include:  
 

• Federal policy updates and significant court cases  

• Wetland science and climate change resiliency  

 

Call for Abstracts Opening Soon! 

More information can be found here. 

 

Jon A. Kusler Student Scholarship Award:  
 

ASWM will be announcing its first annual Jon A. Kusler Student Scholarship Award competition the last 

week of January. The Award will fund all expenses for one or more students studying wetland science, 

law or policy (either undergraduate or graduate level) to attend ASWM's annual State/Tribal/Federal 

Coordination meeting. More details will be forthcoming with the announcement to be released the last 

week of January. 

 

Registration Opening Soon!  

More information can be found here. 

If you have any immediate questions, please feel free to reach out to  

Marla Stelk, ASWM Executive Director, at marla@aswm.org or by phone  

at 207-892-3399. 

 

• Wetland program capacity and adaptability  

• Mapping, tools and technology 

 

https://www.aswm.org/aswm/925-aswm-annual-state-tribal-federal-coordination-meeting
https://www.aswm.org/aswm/925-aswm-annual-state-tribal-federal-coordination-meeting
mailto:marla@aswm.org
https://www.aswm.org/aswm/925-aswm-annual-state-tribal-federal-coordination-meeting
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State and Tribal News 

 

 

 

  
AL: Governor Ivey announces National Fish and Wildlife Foundation Projects in 
Alabama  
 
Gulf Coast News Today – December 1, 2020  
Governor Kay Ivey announced today that the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation 
(NFWF) recently awarded nearly $26 million from its Gulf Environmental Benefit 
Fund (GEBF) to four new projects in the state of Alabama. The projects, developed 
in consultation with state and federal resource agencies, are designed to remedy 
harm and reduce the risk of future harm to natural resources that were affected by 
the 2010 Deepwater Horizon oil spill. The Alabama projects address high-priority 
conservation needs, including the acquisition and protection of important wetland 
habitats. Read more here. 

 
CA: State approves Ballona Wetlands restoration plan that divides 
environmentalists   
 
Los Angeles Times – December 21, 2020  
A plan to restore the largest coastal wetlands complex in Los Angeles County has 
received state approval as it advances through a lengthy process. The California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife said this week that it has certified the final 
environmental impact report to restore the Ballona Wetlands Ecological Reserve. 
Read more here. 
 
CO: CPW apps open for wetland projects  
 
Montrose Press – December 3, 2020  
Colorado Parks and Wildlife is seeking applications for wetland and riparian 
restoration, enhancement, and creation projects to support its Wetlands Program 
Strategic Plan. CPW will award up to $2.5 million in funds from Great Outdoors 
Colorado (GOCO) and Colorado waterfowl stamps to projects in Colorado that 
support the Wetlands Program Strategic Plan’s two main goals: 1. Improve the 
distribution and abundance of ducks, and opportunities for public waterfowl 
hunting. 2. Improve the status of declining or at-risk species. Read more here. 
 
FL: Could Invasive Burmese Pythons Soon Be on the Menu in Florida?   
 
By Rasha Aridi – Smithsonian Magazine – December 30, 2020  
In Florida, scientists are trying to determine if Burmese pythons—an invasive snake 
species wreaking havoc on the Everglades—are safe to eat. If so, they could soon 
end up on dinner plates across the state, reports Alaa Elassar for CNN. Researchers 
with the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission and the state's 
department of health are in the process of testing mercury levels in the snakes' 
tissue to determine if they are safe to eat, reports Jared Leone for Cox Media 
Group. The researchers have their fingers crossed that the snakes are safe to eat, 
which could alleviate the struggle to eradicate the species from the Everglades. 
Read more here. 

 

 
 
 

 William Dooley, ASWM Photo 

http://www.gulfcoastnewstoday.com/stories/governor-ivey-announces-national-fish-and-wildlife-foundation-projects-in-alabama,100787?
https://www.latimes.com/world-nation/story/2021-01-01/restoration-plan-for-los-angeles-county-wetlands-advances
https://www.montrosepress.com/free_access/cpw-apps-open-for-wetland-projects/article_ef1247e6-3503-11eb-8119-53ce9939950f.html
https://www.cnn.com/2020/12/20/us/florida-pythons-eat-study-trnd/index.html
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/scientists-are-trying-determine-if-floridas-invasive-burmese-pythons-are-safe-eat-180976659/
https://www.aswm.org/news/wetland-breaking-news
https://www.aswm.org/news/wetland-breaking-news
https://www.aswm.org/news/wetland-breaking-news
https://www.aswm.org/news/wetland-breaking-news
https://www.aswm.org/news/wetland-breaking-news
https://www.aswm.org/news/wetland-breaking-news
http://madmimi.com/signups/10641719fb5447aa9e9ddaf657d4ef7e/join
http://madmimi.com/signups/10641719fb5447aa9e9ddaf657d4ef7e/join
https://www.aswm.org/news/wetland-breaking-news
https://www.aswm.org/news/wetland-breaking-news
https://www.aswm.org/news/wetland-breaking-news
https://www.aswm.org/news/wetland-breaking-news
https://www.aswm.org/news/wetland-breaking-news
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FL: Florida takes wetlands permitting role from federal government; only 3rd state to do so  
 
By Steve Patterson – The Florida Times-Union – December 17, 2020  
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency granted Florida authority Thursday to issue wetlands permits that 
were previously handled by the federal government, greatly increasing state responsibility for development 
affecting waterways. The change means the state’s Department of Environmental Protection will replace 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in approving or denying most permits for work that places “dredged or fill 
material” — dirt — in wetlands or waterways. Read more here. 
 
IL: Illinois’ largest rodents are in city lagoons, rivers and streams. Now, they’re on Instagram.  
 
By Morgan Greene – Chicago Tribune – December 30, 2020  
Among the more humble recipients of our longer walks and affinity for nature during the pandemic: beavers. 
On recent mornings, shortly before and after sunrise, small groups of people have traveled to a bridge on the 
Northwestern University campus in Evanston. Some leave willow branches. For the beavers. Read more here. 
 
IA: Impaired waters report by Iowa DNR identifies potential trouble spots to fix  
 
By Bob Pepalis – The Center Square – December 28, 2020  
Some water segments in Iowa’s rivers and lakes tested as impaired but that doesn’t mean they are grossly 
polluted, a state Department of Natural Resources (DNR) expert said. A draft report of impaired waters has 
been prepared by the Iowa DNR as required by the federal Clean Water Act, said Roger Bruner, who supervises 
a section in the water quality bureau at the Iowa DNR. This initial testing identifies segments of rivers, lakes and 
wetlands that may need additional testing to create a watershed improvement plan, Bruner said. Once a 
segment gets on the impaired waters list, another group within the DNR does more intensive testing to 
determine the sources of the impairment. Computer modeling helps develop practices to bring the water body 
back into meeting water quality. Read more here. 
 
LA: Louisiana scientists say a reviled plant could save the coast's insect-ravaged wetlands  
 
By Tristan Baurick – Nola.com – December 11, 2020 
After a big funding boost from Congress and more than a year of research, Louisiana scientists may have a 
remedy for the plague decimating a tall, sturdy reed that binds the lower Mississippi River Delta and other 
coastal marshes together. But it has some serious side effects. Recent research by LSU scientists indicates the 
best possible defense against a tiny Asian insect that has killed vast swaths of the reed, known locally as roseau 
cane, could be another troublesome invader -- a European strain of roseau that already has a small foothold in 
Louisiana and is proving to be much more resistant to the bug than local varieties. But European roseau has 
an aggressive reputation on the East Coast and Great Lakes region, where it pushes out native plants, clogs 
waterways and has been the target of expensive eradication efforts for decades. Read more here. 
 
NE: USDA works with landowners to conserve critical wetlands  
 
The North Plate Telegraph – December 23, 2020 
When people think of the high plains of southwest Nebraska, images of rolling grassland and cropland dotted by 
small towns come to mind. Most may not think about wetlands, but this area is home to several wetlands that 
are critical to waterfowl and other wildlife. The USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service in Grant has been 
working with landowners to restore some of these wetlands. According to Resource Conservationist Claudia 
Stevenson, they have been successful in restoring several wetlands in the Perkins County area. Read more here. 
 
 

https://www.jacksonville.com/news/20180306/land-swap-shift-in-wetlands-permitting-proposed-worrying-activists
https://www.jacksonville.com/news/metro/2011-12-09/story/army-engineers-plan-gives-hope-jacksonvilles-silt-choked-fishweir-creek
https://www.jacksonville.com/story/news/environment/2020/12/17/florida-take-over-federal-wetlands-permitting-role/3909937001/
https://www.chicagotribune.com/news/environment/ct-chicago-beavers-pandemic-20201229-apggz4txevcqdfesaeg4i643qe-story.html
https://programs.iowadnr.gov/adbnet/Assessments/Summary/2020
https://www.thecentersquare.com/iowa/impaired-waters-report-by-iowa-dnr-identifies-potential-trouble-spots-to-fix/article_eb8f6316-4961-11eb-8955-9730e3852b10.html
https://www.nola.com/news/environment/article_8f30aa51-be35-5ce3-a3f4-02d16b60f414.html
https://www.cheswildlife.org/2015/05/phragmites-control-in-maryland/
https://www.nola.com/news/environment/article_2ef7fd82-3bf4-11eb-8155-9300126102b7.html
https://nptelegraph.com/lifestyles/usda-works-with-landowners-to-conserve-critical-wetlands/article_efc3dd3c-4596-11eb-ba0f-1f3cd9648861.html
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NE: State agency accused of submitting improper grant requests to Nebraska Environmental Trust 
 
By Paul Hammel – Star Herald – December 15, 2020 
A watchdog group is accusing a state agency of submitting requests for environmental grants that don't follow 
state law. The group, Friends of the Environmental Trust, is calling for the disqualification of three grants 
submitted by the Nebraska Department of Environment and Energy. The agency is seeking about $3.7 million in 
funding from the Nebraska Environmental Trust, which hands out grants from state lottery proceeds for 
projects like dredging silted-in lakes and enhancing wildlife habitat. Read more here. 
 
NY: After unprecedented storms hit New York, communities take a different approach to flood protection  
 
By Will Parson – Chesapeake Bay Program – December 3, 2020 
In 2006, a heavy storm hit central New York, breaking records for flooding that had stood since Hurricane Agnes 
swept up the East Coast 34 years prior. An area along the Susquehanna and Chenango rivers was hit hardest, 
with rising waters threatening to breach levees and prompting the evacuation of 3,000 people in the city of 
Binghamton. In a region known for steep hillsides and soils that shed a lot of water, the Susquehanna crested at 
33.65 feet in the town of Vestal, and in some areas exceeded what would be considered a 500-year flood. Read 
more here. 
 
ND: Wetland mitigation bank opens in North Dakota   
 
Devils Lake Journal – December 21, 2020 
A wetland mitigation bank developed with seed money from the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) is now open for business in North Dakota. “The bank could save you money and time if you want to 
convert an existing wetland,” says Jennifer Heglund, NRCS assistant state conservationist. “Plus, it would keep 
you eligible for farm program benefits.” The bank is called the North Dakota Wetland Exchange. It has two sites 
near Mekinock and Edmore. Restored wetlands on the sites are available to mitigate the conversion of wetlands 
in eastern North Dakota. Read more here. 
 
Pamunkey Tribe: VA.’S Pamunkey Tribe Studies Endangered Sturgeon  
 
Chesapeake Bay Magazine – December 21, 2020 
Virginia’s Pamunkey Indian Tribe recently wrapped up a three-year Species Recovery Grant from NOAA Fisheries 
to study the Atlantic sturgeon stock and water quality in their home river—logging key research on the ancient 
endangered species. Atlantic sturgeon are a prehistoric fish, in existence for more than 120 million years. They 
are the Chesapeake Bay’s largest fish, documented to grow up to 14 feet. They can live to be 60 years old. Read 
more here. 
 
Puyallup Tribe: Puyallup Tribe sues Electron Hydro for polluting Puyallup River with crumb rubber  
 
King 5.com – December 30, 2020 
The Puyallup Tribe has filed a lawsuit against Electron Hydro, the owners of the Electron Dam on the Puyallup 
River, for endangering salmon by improperly using artificial turf and releasing yards of the material and crumb 
rubber into the Puyallup River. The lawsuit was filed in U.S. District Court on Wednesday against Electron Hydro 
LLC, and the collection of corporations that own, finance, and control the hydropower company. Read more 
here. 
 
 
 
 

https://starherald.com/news/state-and-regional/govt-and-politics/state-agency-accused-of-submitting-improper-grant-requests-to-nebraska-environmental-trust/article_9655862f-ffb3-5aa8-a4cf-211a87980e12.html
https://www.chesapeakebay.net/news/blog/after_unprecedented_storms_hit_new_york_communities_take_a_different_approa
https://www.chesapeakebay.net/news/blog/after_unprecedented_storms_hit_new_york_communities_take_a_different_approa
https://www.devilslakejournal.com/story/news/2020/12/21/wetland-mitigation-bank-opens-north-dakota/3994204001/
https://chesapeakebaymagazine.com/va-s-pamunkey-tribe-studies-endangered-sturgeon/
https://chesapeakebaymagazine.com/va-s-pamunkey-tribe-studies-endangered-sturgeon/
https://www.king5.com/article/tech/science/environment/feds-order-puyallup-river-dam-owner-to-clean-up-after-crumb-rubber-was-released-into-the-river/281-93b2f7d7-4ae7-42a5-88ae-488a183d3906
https://www.king5.com/article/tech/science/environment/feds-order-puyallup-river-dam-owner-to-clean-up-after-crumb-rubber-was-released-into-the-river/281-93b2f7d7-4ae7-42a5-88ae-488a183d3906
https://www.king5.com/article/tech/science/environment/puyallup-tribe-sues-electron-hydro-for-polluting-puyallup-river-with-crumb-rubber/281-616cafc9-c849-4995-a61d-3a6e75f31522
https://www.king5.com/article/tech/science/environment/puyallup-tribe-sues-electron-hydro-for-polluting-puyallup-river-with-crumb-rubber/281-616cafc9-c849-4995-a61d-3a6e75f31522
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TX: Galveston Bay Foundation protects 106 Acres on Dollar Bay in Texas City  
 
Galveston Bay Foundation – December 17, 2020 
This week, Galveston Bay Foundation acquired 106 acres in Galveston County as 
part of its continued effort to protect coastal habitat through property 
acquisitions and conservation easements. The newly conserved property is 
directly adjacent to a planned marsh restoration site on Dollar Bay. Preserving 
the property will preserve a buffer next to the wetland restoration area and 
conserve native coastal grasslands and wetlands that support resident and 
migratory wildlife and fisheries species common to the area. It will now enhance 
the conservation benefit to the area by protecting native prairie habitat, mima 
mounds, and coastal wetlands. Read more here. 
 
VT: Vermont Fish & Wildlife develops new wetland acquisition and restoration 
initiative  
 
VTDigger – December 31, 2020 
The Vermont Fish and Wildlife Department has developed a new initiative to 
acquire and restore wetlands in response to funding from the United States 
Environmental Protection Agency and the Lake Champlain Basin Program. “As 
Vermont Fish and Wildlife is the largest owner of wetlands in the state, this is a 
natural fit to expand and build upon some of our marquis Wildlife Management 
Areas (WMAs), such as Dead Creek WMA, and it will enable us to strategically 
enhance other WMAs,” said Fish and Wildlife’s Public Land Section Chief Jane 
Lazorchak. Read more here. 
 
VA: VA. Invests in Farm Conservation, Building Progress in Stream Protection  
 
Chesapeake Bay Magazine – December 22, 2020 
Virginia’s livestock farmers are fencing more pasture streambanks and growing 
broader vegetated buffers that filter runoff, in response to a boost in technical 
and financial assistance and a gentle hint from the General Assembly. This 
approach is among the most cost-effective conservation investments the 
Commonwealth can make to reduce sediment, nitrogen, phosphorus, and 
bacterial pollution flowing into its rivers and the Chesapeake Bay. Read more 
here. 
 
WI: DNR wetland program acquires first Columbia County easement from 
Portage area farm   
 
By Susan Endres – Wisc News – December 28, 2020 
More than 40 acres of former farmland northwest of Portage will be restored to 
wetland next year, the first Columbia County property to join the state’s 
Wetland Mitigation Program. Owner Mark Heinze bought the land in Lewiston 
township a few years ago to grow corn, alfalfa and soybeans, but the wet 
ground wasn’t ideal for farming even though that had been its use since at least 
the 1870s, Heinze said. When his family heard that the Wisconsin Department 
of Natural Resources was interested in getting more land for wetland 
easements, they thought it made sense — both practically and financially — to 
offer theirs. Read more here. Dawn Smith, ASWM Photo 

https://galvbay.org/galveston-bay-foundation-protects-106-acres-on-dollar-bay-in-texas-city/?fbclid=IwAR2ypAlbtJSx0lLHRDyxFusSmnpZahFkCKjqt8oEuw3R--76McoVZZXRNw0
https://vtdigger.org/press_release/vermont-fish-wildlife-develops-new-wetland-acquisition-and-restoration-initiative/
https://chesapeakebaymagazine.com/va-invests-in-farm-conservation-building-progress-in-stream-protection/
https://chesapeakebaymagazine.com/va-invests-in-farm-conservation-building-progress-in-stream-protection/
https://www.wiscnews.com/news/local/environment/dnr-wetland-program-acquires-first-columbia-county-easement-from-portage-area-farm/article_9f0c540b-7a6a-55b7-9865-d639d0e6bab4.html
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https://www.aswm.org/webinars-trainings/aswm-s-online-trainings/879-past-2020-epa-region-10-tribal-wetland-webinars#tribal120120
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Wetland Science News 

 

 

 

 
One-third of America’s rivers have changed color since 1984  
 
By Seth Borenstein – Associate Press – January 7, 2021 
America’s rivers are changing color — and people are behind many of the shifts, a 
new study said. One-third of the tens of thousands of mile-long (two kilometer-
long) river segments in the United States have noticeably shifted color in satellite 
images since 1984. That includes 11,629 miles (18,715 kilometers) that became 
greener, or went toward the violet end of the color spectrum, according to a 
study in this week’s journal Geophysical Research Letters. Some river segments 
became more red. Only about 5% of U.S. river mileage is considered blue — a 
color often equated with pristine waters by the general public. About two-thirds 
of American rivers are yellow, which signals they have lots of soil in them. Read 
more here. 
 
Study ties amphibian collapses with increased malaria outbreaks  
 
By Cara Giaimo – Anthropocene Magazine – December 23, 2020 
As we’ve learned the hard way this year, our health is intertwined with the health 
of other animals. SARS-CoV-2, the coronavirus that causes Covid-19, probably 
jumped to humans from bats, potentially by way of a secondary host and 
perhaps via a wildlife market. The disease has “demonstrated in a dramatic way 
the interdependence between species,” says Joakim Weill, a PhD candidate in 
environmental economics at the University of California Davis. But even 
sicknesses that seem to have nothing to do with people can affect us, plucking a 
strand of the ecological web and causing a ripple that reverberates across taxa. 
Read more here. 
 
For coastal farmers, climate change rubs salt in their wounds  
 
By Huanjia Zhang – Science Line – December 23, 2020 
When Anna McClung, a rice researcher at the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA), first advised Glenn Roberts to move his farms along the Carolina coast 
inland, Roberts took it as a casual suggestion and did nothing. That was in 2012, 
and within two years, saltwater was seeping into his fields. Today, much of his 
land has been contaminated by saltwater, turning many acres unfarmable. Read 
more here. 
 
When Water Dries Up, It Can Be Deadly  
 
By Pepper Trail – Writers on the Range – December 21, 2020 
In Oregon, the Klamath Basin wildlife refuges have fallen into their winter silence 
now. The huge, clamorous flocks of geese that fill the sky during migration have 
moved south. This summer, a different silence gripped the Basin. A dead silence. 
The 90,000 acres of marshes and open water that make up the Lower Klamath 
and Tule Lake National Wildlife Refuges are a small remnant of vast wetlands that 
once filled this region on the Oregon-California border. Read more here 
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https://agupubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1029/2020GL088946
https://apnews.com/article/united-states-algae-4d9b64798fd47d91e7a02c3869eeeac7
https://apnews.com/article/united-states-algae-4d9b64798fd47d91e7a02c3869eeeac7
https://www.anthropocenemagazine.org/2020/05/with-help-from-bats-researchers-created-a-coronavirus-family-tree/
https://www.anthropocenemagazine.org/2020/07/can-we-catch-pandemics-before-they-happen/
https://www.anthropocenemagazine.org/2020/12/amphibian-die-offs-can-cause-human-health-problems/
https://www.ars.usda.gov/people-locations/person?person-id=47437
https://scienceline.org/2020/12/for-coastal-farmers-salt-in-their-wounds/
https://scienceline.org/2020/12/for-coastal-farmers-salt-in-their-wounds/
https://www.writersontherange.org/weekly-feed/1bdmctmj9pwpjfd13xm079qdi4rxe8
https://www.teatown.org/events/eaglefest2021/
https://www.teatown.org/events/eaglefest2021/
https://www.ramsar.org/activity/world-wetlands-day
https://www.ramsar.org/activity/world-wetlands-day
https://www.wingsandwetlands.com/
https://www.wingsandwetlands.com/
https://www.wingsandwetlands.com/
https://www2.illinois.gov/dnr/calendar/Pages/Wonders-of-Wetlands.aspx
https://www2.illinois.gov/dnr/calendar/Pages/Wonders-of-Wetlands.aspx
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Targeting U.S. wetland restoration could make cleaning up water much cheaper  
 
By Erik Stokstad – Science Magazine – December 18, 2020 
Wetlands do a great job of filtering and cleaning up polluted water. But in the United States, many of those 
natural filters have been destroyed: filled in, paved over, or drained to become farm fields. Now, a study suggests 
policymakers responsible for managing wetlands could do a better job by strategically locating restored or created 
wetlands near sources of pollution, such as farms and livestock operations. Such a targeted approach would 
remove much more nitrogen—which pollutes groundwater, lakes, and coastal waters—than current scattershot 
policies, the researchers say. Read more here. 
 
Rising Sea Levels Drown Coastal Marshes, Wetlands  
 
By Hannah Conrad – Texas A&M University College of Engineering – December 17, 2020 
Salt marshes and other ecosystems act as barriers against storm surges and natural disasters for coastal 
communities around the world. Normally, the resiliency of these natural barriers allows them to continue to 
function and protect the communities they separate from the sea. However, with changing climates and rising sea 
levels, these natural barriers are being broken down across the globe. Engineers like Orencio Duran Vinent, 
assistant professor in the Department of Ocean Engineering at Texas A&M University, are taking a deeper look 
into the fundamentals of coastal ecosystems and how Engineering with Nature elements can be used to fortify 
and, in some cases, recreate these vital protections. Read more here. 
 
Using satellite imagery, researchers have built an automatic habitat loss detector  
 
By Cara Giaimo – December 16, 2020 
Habitat destruction is a key driver of biodiversity loss. While laws exist to protect certain swaths of land from 
degradation, enforcing them can be difficult. The stakes are high—once a mountaintop is mined or a forest razed, 
the damage can’t be undone. Read more here. 
 
Managing Ecosystem Restoration: What Does Success Look Like?  
 
By Kelsey Adkisson – News Wise – December 9, 2020 
Restoration projects are getting larger and more complex due to population growth, climate change, and disaster 
response. In the last decade alone, billions of dollars were spent to mitigate the effects of crises like Hurricane 
Sandy and restore habitats lost over centuries. As projects grow in size and complexity, so do the restoration 
costs. This underscores the need for a strategic approach to maximize both ecological and economic benefits. 
Read more here. 
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https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2020/12/targeting-us-wetland-restoration-could-make-cleaning-water-much-cheaper
https://engineering.tamu.edu/ocean/index.html
https://ewn.el.erdc.dren.mil/about.html
https://today.tamu.edu/2020/12/17/rising-sea-levels-drown-coastal-marshes-wetlands/
https://wwf.panda.org/discover/our_focus/wildlife_practice/problems/habitat_loss_degradation/
https://www.anthropocenemagazine.org/2020/12/using-satellite-imagery-researchers-have-built-an-automatic-habitat-loss-detector/
https://www.newswise.com/doescience/?article_id=743094&returnurl=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubmV3c3dpc2UuY29tL2FydGljbGVzL2xpc3Q=
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World Wetlands Day 2021 

2 February each year is World Wetlands Day to raise 
global awareness about the vital role of wetlands for 
people and our planet. This day also marks the date of the 
adoption of the Convention on Wetlands on 2 February 
1971, in the Iranian city of Ramsar on the shores of the 
Caspian Sea. 

Wetlands and Water 

This year’s theme shines a spotlight on wetlands as a 
source of freshwater and encourages actions to restore 
them and stop their loss. 

We are facing a growing freshwater crisis that threatens 
people and our planet. We use more freshwater than 
nature can replenish, and we are destroying the ecosystem 

that water and all life depend on most – Wetlands. 

The 2021 campaign highlights the contribution of wetlands 
to the quantity and quality of freshwater on our planet. 
Water and wetlands are connected in an inseparable co-
existence that is vital to life, our wellbeing and the health of 
our planet.  

 

 

For more information and resources about World Wetlands 
Day 2021, visit 
https://www.worldwetlandsday.org/en/home 

https://www.aswm.org/wetland-science/wetlands-one-stop-mapping/105-2020-past-wmc-webinars#llww
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https://www.aswm.org/wetland-science/wetlands-one-stop-mapping/105-2020-past-wmc-webinars#llww
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https://www.aswm.org/wetland-science/wetlands-one-stop-mapping/105-2020-past-wmc-webinars#llww
https://www.aswm.org/wetland-science/wetlands-one-stop-mapping/105-2020-past-wmc-webinars#llww
https://www.worldwetlandsday.org/
https://www.aswm.org/wetland-science/wetlands-one-stop-mapping/105-2020-past-wmc-webinars#llww
https://www.worldwetlandsday.org/
https://www.worldwetlandsday.org/en/home
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Resources and Publications 

 
LSU research explores how coastal changes affect wildlife  
 
KYBS – December 15, 2020 
The LSU AgCenter has announced publication of research aimed at helping 
coastal planners predict the results of flood protection and wetland restoration 
on coastal wildlife. The research was published in the “Wetlands” journal by U.S. 
Geological Service ecologist Brett Patton, LSU AgCenter coastal ecologist Andy 
Nyman and Megan La Peyre, assistant unit leader at the USGS. The article, 
“Living on the Edge: Multi-Scale Analyses of Bird Habitat Use in Coastal Marshes 
of Barataria Basin, Louisiana, USA,” is online here. Read more here. 
 
2020 State of the Bay Report 
 

Chesapeake Bay Foundation – 2020 
Experts agree the science-based Chesapeake Clean Water Blueprint may be our 
last chance to save the Bay. It's working. But as this year's State of the Bay shows 
us, the Bay that 18 million of us call home is still a system dangerously out of 
balance. The road to restoration is steep, and the clock is ticking. Read more 
here. 
 
Our Water Our Future 
 
By River Network – December 18, 2020 
National organization River Network released a 2020 trends report called Our 
Water, Our Future: State of River and Watershed Protection this week. The report 
outlines current conditions of waterways in the U.S. including opportunities and 
threats to water quality and quantity, and provides an analysis of the diversity of 
the workforce within the river and watershed protection community. This report 
builds on River Network’s first trends report, released in May 2016. Read more 
and download the report here. 
 
 Innovative Finance for Conservation: Roles for Ecologist and Practitioners 
 
By Amanda Rodewald, et al. – Ecological Society of America – 2020 
The Ecological Society of America (ESA) today released a report entitled 
“Innovative Finance for Conservation: Roles for Ecologists and Practitioners” that 
offers guidelines for developing standardized, ethical and effective conservation 
finance projects. Read report here. 
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ASWM is excited and 
hard at work 
preparing new 
webinars for 2021.  
Some topics planned 
for 2021 include: 

• Wetland Policy 
Under the New 
Biden 
Administration 

• Using Drones for 
Wetland 
Management 

• Wetland Mapping 
• Tribal Wetland 

Program 
Development 

We will post new 
webinars as the   
information becomes  
available on our 
homepage. 
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https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s13157-020-01324-2
https://www.ktbs.com/community/lsu-research-explores-how-coastal-changes-affect-wildlife/article_6d642c92-3ed5-11eb-a236-df7d832f41b5.html
http://www.cbf.org/how-we-save-the-bay/chesapeake-clean-water-blueprint/
https://www.cbf.org/about-the-bay/state-of-the-bay-report/index.html
https://www.cbf.org/about-the-bay/state-of-the-bay-report/index.html
https://www.rivernetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/2020-trends-report.pdf
https://www.rivernetwork.org/2016-trends-report-pr/
https://www.rivernetwork.org/2020-trends-report-pr/
https://www.rivernetwork.org/2020-trends-report-pr/
https://www.esa.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/ESA_IssuesInEcology_no.22.pdf
https://www.esa.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/ESA_IssuesInEcology_no.22.pdf
https://madmimi.com/signups/4c72950c713e4656934b7f6058c47347/join
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https://www.aswm.org/
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Ralph John Spagnolo 

July 23, 1966 – January 9, 2021 

The Association of State Wetland Managers mourns the loss of Ralph 

Spagnolo, a wetland scientist from EPA Region 3, who left us at far too young 

an age. From his colleagues at EPA: 

Ralph joined EPA over 30 years ago and was working up until the week he 

passed, performing a job he so loved. A strong and passionate advocate for 

environmental protection, Ralph’s influence on those he met and wetland 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for supporting the Association of State 

Wetland Managers (ASWM) #GivingTuesday 

#GivingToJon campaign.  In honor of ASWM’s 

founder, Dr. Jon A. Kusler, Esq., ASWM has 

established the Jon A. Kusler Student Scholarship 

Award. Contributions to the scholarship award 

will ensure that Jon’s legacy lives on by building 

the capacity of the next generation to protect and 

restore our nation’s wetlands.  

If you would like to join us in building the Jon A. 

Kusler Student Scholarship Award, please Donate 

Here. 

 

 

Thank You for your support 

 of the  

Jon A. Kusler Student  

Scholarship Award

protection was far reaching and profound. He was always committed to activities that helped to advance the 

mission and goal of EPA and finding and solving environmental issues that improved water quality. For many 

years, Ralph organized the Mid-Atlantic Wetlands Conference that was attended by hundreds annually and 

was champion and pioneer of Region 3’s Watershed Resource Registry (WRR). As a member of the national 

Technical Committee for Hydric Soils he assisted in the development of the “Field Indicators of Hydric Soils 

in the United States” used by every wetland delineator in both the private and public sectors. Ralph was a 

contributing member of the Regional Science Council, and he developed and implemented numerous 

wetland training courses for both EPA and outside EPA practitioners. In addition to his work at EPA, Ralph 

was an adjunct professor at Cabrini University and Franklin & Marshall College and was an artful and 

devoted teacher. He was honored by EPA in 1999 as Instructor of the Year for his untiring education efforts. 

This past year, he was nominated by his peers for excellence in instruction, education, mentoring and 

science. Ralph was a loving father to 2 beautiful daughters, endeared friend to his ex-wife, and wonderful 

co-worker and friend to us all. He will be greatly missed, but never forgotten. 

Please keep his family in your hearts and prayers. https://www.sheenanfh.com/obituary/Ralph-Spagnolo 

 

 

 

https://www.aswm.org/aswm/10210-jon-kusler-memorial
https://www.aswm.org/index.php?option=com_rsform&view=rsform&formId=91
https://www.aswm.org/index.php?option=com_rsform&view=rsform&formId=91
https://www.aswm.org/donate-to-aswm
https://www.sheenanfh.com/obituary/Ralph-Spagnolo
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Potpourri 

 

 
Early Biden Climate Test: Groups Demand Tougher Rules on Building  
 
By Christopher Flavelle – The New York Times – Jan. 6, 2021 
President-elect Joseph R. Biden Jr. has promised to help communities prepare 
for the effects of climate change. A new demand for tougher building standards 
could test that commitment. On Wednesday, two influential organizations that 
advocate for stronger measures to withstand natural disasters, the Natural 
Resources Defense Council and the Association of State Floodplain Managers, 
filed a petition with the federal government urging more stringent building 
standards for homes and infrastructure along rivers and coasts. Read more here. 
 
One Way to Green a City: Knock Out the Tiles 
 
By Diederik Baazil – Bloomberg CityLab – January 5, 2021 
Walk down a block in any neighborhood of Rotterdam and chances are it will 
look greener than just a few months ago. Tiles that once lined the front gardens 
of many apartment buildings, homes and offices have been ripped out and 
replaced with plants, bushes and trees. It’s a small but notable shift to the 
streetscape in a country with an affinity for tiled gardens. And it’s no 
coincidence this change came en masse. It was part of a green initiative that 
channeled an age-old rivalry between two Dutch cities. Read more here. 
 
Green groups have a racism problem. Waterkeepers are trying to solve it.  
 
By Cameron Oglesby – GRIST – January 4, 2021 
In August, the Waterkeeper Alliance, a global network of grassroots leaders 
dedicated to the preservation of local waterways, finalized the charter for its 
justice, equity, diversity, and inclusion committee. This step toward racial equity 
and representation, which took months of planning, is in line with the surge 
of anti-racism commitments made over the summer by environmental 
nonprofits around the country. The Waterkeeper Alliance is set on doing more 
than paying lip service to diversity and inclusion. Instead, it wants to make them 
priority areas for waterkeepers worldwide. Read more here. 
 
How the coronavirus vaccine relies on Maryland’s strangest fishery: horseshoe 
crabs  
 
By Tim Prudente – The Baltimore Sun – December 18, 2020 
Far from the medical labs and test tubes, a fisherman in old rubber boots walks 
across the docks of West Ocean City to inspect his catch. He peers in a crate of 
spiny tails and grasping claws, hundreds of a common yet precious creature, 
among the oldest species on Earth: horseshoe crabs. The scene on the docks is a 
glimpse into a strange and guarded Maryland fishery, one supporting a 
multimillion-dollar industry as surprising as the catch itself — a seemingly alien 
creature with 10 eyes, 12 legs and magical, milky blue blood. Read more here. 
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Living shorelines offer hospitality to the Bay’s migratory birds  
 
By Mel Throckmorton – Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay – Bay Journal – December 29, 2020 
As winter approaches, we at the Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay are looking forward to receiving our yearly 
seasonal guests along the Atlantic Flyway: migratory birds. These birds rely heavily on our coastal ecosystems to 
sustain them during their journey south to warmer temperatures, thanks to our shorelines’ valuable habitat. 
While only here for what appears to be a short time, migratory birds play an important role in the Bay’s 
ecosystem. Read more here. 
 
‘Devastating’ fires engulf Brazilian Pantanal wetlands – again  
 
By Ana Ionova – Mongabay Journal – December 23, 2020 
Under the thick blanket of smoke, relentless flames spread with dizzying speed over swaths of Pantanal 
Matogrossense National Park, its grasslands parched by months of drought. In a charred marshland, the carcass of 
a crocodile-like caiman lays sprawled on its back. Beyond, ash and burnt shrubs stretch for miles across this 
protected slice of the Brazilian Pantanal. Read more here. 
 
Nature-based solutions by people of nature  
 
Dhaka Tribune – December 13, 2020 
Nature-based solutions (NbS) are defined as actions that protect, sustainably manage and restore natural or 
modified ecosystems in methods that tackle societal challenges, maintain human well-being and enhance 
biodiversity (IUCN, 2016). NbS is gaining traction for offering numerous practices that decrease greenhouse gas 
emissions or increase carbon storage, causing the net removal of carbon dioxide from the atmosphere, and halt 
climate change. Read more here. 
 
Humpback whales have made a comeback in New York City  
 
Fox 61 – December 10, 2020 
New York has seen a surge in whale sightings this year. But experts say whales off the coast of the city pose 
another problem. For most New Yorkers, wildlife spotting is restricted to pigeons and a few squirrels. But the 
waters surrounding the city are a different story. There’s the spout, followed by the distinctive tail. Read more 
here. 
 
Norfolk Flood Resilience Project to Transform Neighborhood Waterfront  
 
Kendall Osborne – Chesapeake Bay Magazine – December 8, 2020 
Communities throughout the Chesapeake Bay are dealing with increased flooding, and Norfolk often gets just 
about the worst of it. Most of the time, solutions include berms, habitat restoration, walls, and pumps. But 
Norfolk is taking a larger-scale approach in its Grandy Village and Chesterfield Heights neighborhoods, along the 
eastern branch of the Elizabeth River. Read more here. 
 
Different perspective-why 2020 wasn’t the worst  
 
By Jeremy Mortorff – Dig It – PRPS – December 4, 2020 
I don’t have to say this statement, but here goes-2020 was not a good year in a lot of people’s minds. From 
COVID-19, to stay at home orders, to civil unrest, to a Presidential election that brought out the worst in some 
people, was there anything from 2020 that didn’t make you question what was happening in this world and 
wondering where it all went wrong? Read more here. 
 

https://www.bayjournal.com/columns/stewards_corner/living-shorelines-offer-hospitality-to-the-bay-s-migratory-birds/article_1ee93b60-4552-11eb-a18c-972087ba4429.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LPm4vql_pVY
https://news.mongabay.com/2020/12/devastating-fires-engulf-brazilian-pantanal-wetlands-again/
https://www.dhakatribune.com/climate-change/2020/12/13/nature-based-solutions-by-people-of-nature
https://www.fox61.com/article/life/animals/humpback-whales-have-made-a-comeback-in-new-york-city/520-b770ee4a-22fe-4331-aa77-0a95d81a713e
https://www.fox61.com/article/life/animals/humpback-whales-have-made-a-comeback-in-new-york-city/520-b770ee4a-22fe-4331-aa77-0a95d81a713e
https://chesapeakebaymagazine.com/norfolk-flood-resilience-project-to-transform-neighborhood-waterfront/
https://digit95.wordpress.com/2020/12/04/different-perspective-why-2020-wasnt-the-worst/?fbclid=IwAR0lfZ1jy4L5vDG6_y87xNYgkX0t0bA4QbbtnRzqV03bzYE0bfM7BL8nd9k
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Wisconsin Wetlands Association  
Virtual 

Wetland Science Conference: It’s All About the Water 

February 16-19, 2021 

Registration is Now Open 

 Discount Rates available through January 31, 2021 
 

The conference includes a special symposium on hydrologic restoration as well as four 

workshops that are available first-come, first-served during registration. See full program here.  

 

This year, they are offering both All Access and On-Demand Only passes to the virtual 

conference. An All-Access Pass will give you full access to the live conference, including live 

presentations, on-screen Q&A, and Roundtable discussions, plus on-demand access to 

recorded presentations through August 2021. A discounted On-Demand Only Pass will give you 

access to recorded presentations. On-demand access will begin in March, 2021. Learn more 

about what’s available with each pass. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Steve Martin, Photo 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__wisconsinwetlands-2Ddot-2Dyamm-2Dtrack.appspot.com_Redirect-3Fukey-3D12ppedc-5FjXAfGLn2aOCnh7iX2ozRSLAMMVJhceGnav1g-2D1425192286-26key-3DYAMMID-2D13768650-26link-3Dhttps-253A-252F-252Fconference.wisconsinwetlands.org-252F&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=rxdd-38KFU8JiJBBpY5hVA&m=U0LKjeaBXPUDswDNOb24tUPWJdLRFM8OeS5HzDm4QpA&s=4Y29zG1JNWnWCdqF0slAyZhRjmLPncXKlhzhgal8GwE&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__wisconsinwetlands-2Ddot-2Dyamm-2Dtrack.appspot.com_Redirect-3Fukey-3D12ppedc-5FjXAfGLn2aOCnh7iX2ozRSLAMMVJhceGnav1g-2D1425192286-26key-3DYAMMID-2D13768650-26link-3Dhttps-253A-252F-252Fconference.wisconsinwetlands.org-252Fregistration-252F&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=rxdd-38KFU8JiJBBpY5hVA&m=U0LKjeaBXPUDswDNOb24tUPWJdLRFM8OeS5HzDm4QpA&s=2JsDWJxfrAoebto3YekucIOuhpitLYhO9ycsB4M4EAA&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__wisconsinwetlands-2Ddot-2Dyamm-2Dtrack.appspot.com_Redirect-3Fukey-3D12ppedc-5FjXAfGLn2aOCnh7iX2ozRSLAMMVJhceGnav1g-2D1425192286-26key-3DYAMMID-2D13768650-26link-3Dhttps-253A-252F-252Fconference.wisconsinwetlands.org-252F2021symposium-252F&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=rxdd-38KFU8JiJBBpY5hVA&m=U0LKjeaBXPUDswDNOb24tUPWJdLRFM8OeS5HzDm4QpA&s=tmz2mCSTQ9aEo0qLSP0XtIEQdiaB4OsdezKeIwbIOCI&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__wisconsinwetlands-2Ddot-2Dyamm-2Dtrack.appspot.com_Redirect-3Fukey-3D12ppedc-5FjXAfGLn2aOCnh7iX2ozRSLAMMVJhceGnav1g-2D1425192286-26key-3DYAMMID-2D13768650-26link-3Dhttps-253A-252F-252Fconference.wisconsinwetlands.org-252Fworkshops-252F&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=rxdd-38KFU8JiJBBpY5hVA&m=U0LKjeaBXPUDswDNOb24tUPWJdLRFM8OeS5HzDm4QpA&s=PU6mmcRmg1Rnu3zMY4Xly6Ec9Jh32f8XDPKmUEzEVt0&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__wisconsinwetlands-2Ddot-2Dyamm-2Dtrack.appspot.com_Redirect-3Fukey-3D12ppedc-5FjXAfGLn2aOCnh7iX2ozRSLAMMVJhceGnav1g-2D1425192286-26key-3DYAMMID-2D13768650-26link-3Dhttps-253A-252F-252Fconference.wisconsinwetlands.org-252Fworkshops-252F&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=rxdd-38KFU8JiJBBpY5hVA&m=U0LKjeaBXPUDswDNOb24tUPWJdLRFM8OeS5HzDm4QpA&s=PU6mmcRmg1Rnu3zMY4Xly6Ec9Jh32f8XDPKmUEzEVt0&e=
https://conference.wisconsinwetlands.org/program/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__wisconsinwetlands-2Ddot-2Dyamm-2Dtrack.appspot.com_Redirect-3Fukey-3D12ppedc-5FjXAfGLn2aOCnh7iX2ozRSLAMMVJhceGnav1g-2D1425192286-26key-3DYAMMID-2D13768650-26link-3Dhttps-253A-252F-252Fconference.wisconsinwetlands.org-252Fregistration-252F&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=rxdd-38KFU8JiJBBpY5hVA&m=U0LKjeaBXPUDswDNOb24tUPWJdLRFM8OeS5HzDm4QpA&s=2JsDWJxfrAoebto3YekucIOuhpitLYhO9ycsB4M4EAA&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__wisconsinwetlands-2Ddot-2Dyamm-2Dtrack.appspot.com_Redirect-3Fukey-3D12ppedc-5FjXAfGLn2aOCnh7iX2ozRSLAMMVJhceGnav1g-2D1425192286-26key-3DYAMMID-2D13768650-26link-3Dhttps-253A-252F-252Fconference.wisconsinwetlands.org-252Fregistration-252F&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=rxdd-38KFU8JiJBBpY5hVA&m=U0LKjeaBXPUDswDNOb24tUPWJdLRFM8OeS5HzDm4QpA&s=2JsDWJxfrAoebto3YekucIOuhpitLYhO9ycsB4M4EAA&e=
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Grants ⧫ Fellowships/Research ⧫ Jobs 
GRANT OPPORTUNITY 

 

RESEARCH OPPORTUNITY 
 
 
 

INTERNSHIPS 

 

 

 

JOB OPPORTUNITIES 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Associate Regulatory Specialist 
Johnson Marigot Consulting, LLC 
Brisbane, CA  
 
Conservation Land Manager 
Town of Andover 
Andover, MA 
 
Assistant Professor in Wetland and  
Watershed Management 
Grand Valley State University 
Allendale, MI 
Apply by March 31, 2021 
 
Environmental/Wetland Scientist 
Langan 
Natural Resources 
Parsippany, NJ 
Apply by April 23, 2021 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Assistant Professor of Environmental  
Science & Data Analytics 
Dept. of Biological, Geological and Environmental 
Sciences 
Cleveland State University 
Cleveland, OH 
Review of applications begins February 8, 2021 
 
Water Rights Specialist 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
1 Vacancy in the following locations:  
Portland, OR; Vancouver, WA 
Apply by January 25, 2021 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Visit the ASWM 
Jobs Board Here 

North American Wetlands Conservation Act Grant - Deadline is February 26, 2201 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Cary REU Program in Translational Ecology 
Cary Institute of Ecosystem Studies, Millbrook NY 

Apply by January 29, 2021 Midnight EST 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EPA Aquatic Resources Impacts Internship 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Dallas, TX 
Apply by February 3, 2021  
 
Luing Family Internship Program 
Wetlands Institute 
Apply by February 21, 2021  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Stream Flow Permanence Data Analysis and 
Modeling Internship 
USDA Forest Service 
Corvallis, OR 
Apply by March 3, 2021 
 
Jug Bay Summer Internships 
Jug Bay Wetlands Sanctuary 
Apply by March 26, 2021 
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https://www.nytimes.com/2019/12/07/opinion/sunday/ozone-climate-change.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/12/07/opinion/sunday/ozone-climate-change.html
https://www.aswm.org/news/jobs-a-training-opportunities
https://www.aswm.org/news/jobs-a-training-opportunities
http://www.johnson-marigot.com/join-us.html
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/andoverma/jobs/2957360/conservation-land-manager
https://jobs.gvsu.edu/en-us/job/493533/assistant-professor-in-wetland-and-watershed-management-biology-college-of-liberal-arts-and-sciences
https://jobs.gvsu.edu/en-us/job/493533/assistant-professor-in-wetland-and-watershed-management-biology-college-of-liberal-arts-and-sciences
https://www.langan.com/jobs/environmental-wetland-scientist-3-to-6-years-experience
https://www.langan.com/jobs/environmental-wetland-scientist-3-to-6-years-experience
https://www.aswm.org/news/jobs-a-training-opportunities
https://hrjobs.csuohio.edu/postings/13513
https://hrjobs.csuohio.edu/postings/13513
https://www.usajobs.gov/GetJob/ViewDetails/589123600
https://www.aswm.org/news/jobs-a-training-opportunities
https://www.aswm.org/news/jobs-a-training-opportunities
https://www.aswm.org/news/jobs-a-training-opportunities
https://www.fws.gov/birds/grants/north-american-wetland-conservation-act.php
https://www.aswm.org/news/jobs-a-training-opportunities
https://www.caryinstitute.org/eco-inquiry/reu-program
https://www.aswm.org/news/jobs-a-training-opportunities
https://www.zintellect.com/Opportunity/Details/EPA-REG6-2020-01
https://wetlandsinstitute.org/education/internship-opportunities/
https://www.aswm.org/news/jobs-a-training-opportunities
https://www.zintellect.com/Opportunity/Details/USDA-USFS-2021-0042
https://www.zintellect.com/Opportunity/Details/USDA-USFS-2021-0042
https://jugbay.org/internships-2/
https://www.aswm.org/news/jobs-a-training-opportunities
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Calendar of Events 

  

WEBINARS 2021 
 
  JANUARY 2021 

  January 21, 2021 
3:00 p.m. EST 

Swamp School Webinar: 2021 Wetland Status and Trends 

January 27, 2021 
3:00 p.m. EST 

Association of State Wetland Managers Members’ Webinar: Using Drone Technology 
to Support Wetland Work 

January 28, 2021 
12:00 p.m. EST 

Interagency Ecological Restoration Quality Committee Webinar: A review of recent 
habitat restoration projects in Great Lakes Areas of Concern: Restoration targets, goals, 
and monitoring paradigms 

FEBRUARY 2021 

  February 2, 2021 
1:00 p.m. EST 

Friends of Semiahmoo Bay Society World Wetlands Day Webinar 

February 2, 2021 
8:30 p.m. EST 

Laguna de Santa Rosa Foundation Webinar: Inseparable: Water, Wetlands & Life 
Honoring World Wetlands Day and the Laguna de Santa Rosa  

February 3, 2021 
11:30 a.m. EST 

Webinar Co-hosted by NOAA’s National Integrated Drought Information System and 
the USGS National Climate Adaptation Science Center: Ecological Drought: An 
Introduction 

February 4, 2021 
3:00 p.m. EST 

Association of State Wetland Managers Beaver Restoration Webinar: Addressing Policy 
Considerations: Navigating the Regulatory Environment and Stakeholders 

February 25, 2021 
1:00 p.m. EST 

EBM Tools Network Webinar: Coral reef eco-evolutionary dynamics: Adaptation and 
connectivity in MPA networks under future climate change 

MEETINGS 2021 
 

FEBRUARY 2021 

  February 2, 2021 
Virtual 

Institute for Environmental Sustainability: Virtual World Wetlands Day 2021 

February 2-5, 2021 
Virtual 

Everglades Coalition Conference: Equitable Everglades  

February 6, 2021 
Virtual 

Newport Bay Conservancy: World Wetlands Day 2021: Wetlands Around the 
World 

February 16-19, 2021 
Virtual 

Wisconsin Wetlands Association: Wetland Science Conference  

February 16-19, 2021 
Virtual 

RiversEdge West’s 19th Annual Research and Management Conference: A River Runs 
Through It: People, Wildlife, and Habitat 

   

https://swampschool.org/product/2021-wetland-status-and-trends/
https://www.aswm.org/aswm/aswm-webinarscalls/2958-members-webinar-series#members012721
https://www.aswm.org/aswm/aswm-webinarscalls/2958-members-webinar-series#members012721
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/2126805543769390351
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/2126805543769390351
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/2126805543769390351
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/world-wetland-day-webinar-tickets-135916478847?aff=ebdssbonlinesearch&keep_tld=1
http://lagunafoundation.org/laguna_walks_classes.html#february
http://lagunafoundation.org/laguna_walks_classes.html#february
https://www.drought.gov/events/ecological-drought-introduction
https://www.drought.gov/events/ecological-drought-introduction
https://www.aswm.org/aswm/aswm-webinarscalls/3354-beaver-restoration-webinar-series#beaver0204
https://www.aswm.org/aswm/aswm-webinarscalls/3354-beaver-restoration-webinar-series#beaver0204
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/5588691571529633805
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/5588691571529633805
https://www.mtroyal.ca/ProgramsCourses/FacultiesSchoolsCentres/InstituteforEnvironmentalSustainability/EventsNews/WorldWetlandsDay/index.htm
https://www.evergladescoalition.org/conference
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/world-wetlands-day-2021-wetlands-around-the-world-tickets-136192231631?ref=ecal
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/world-wetlands-day-2021-wetlands-around-the-world-tickets-136192231631?ref=ecal
https://conference.wisconsinwetlands.org/
https://riversedgewest.org/events/2021-conference
https://riversedgewest.org/events/2021-conference
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MARCH 2021 

  March 1-3, 2021 
Virtual 
 

2021 Delaware Estuary Science and Environmental Summit 

March 9-11, 2021 
Virtual 

International Association for Great Lakes Research: Sate of Lake Ontario Conference 

  APRIL 2021 

  April 13-16, 2021 
Virtual 

Center for Watershed Protection: Watershed and Stormwater Conference 

April 22-23, 2021 
Woodstock, VT 

NEIWPCC 31st Annual Nonpoint Source Pollution Conference 

MAY 2021 

  May 9-13, 2021 
Virtual 

 Association of State Floodplain Managers 45th Annual Conference 

  JUNE 2021 

  June 1-4, 2021 
Virtual 

Society of Wetland Scientists 2021 Annual Meeting 

June 2-5, 2021 
New Orleans, LA 

Ducks Unlimited National Convention  

AUGUST 2021 

  August 1-6, 2021 
Long Beach, CA and 
Virtual 

 ESA Annual Meeting: Vital Connections in Ecology 

SEPTEMBER 2021 

  September 30- 
October 2, 2021 
Estes Park, CO 

 7th Live Discovery – Doing Science Biology Education Conference 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

William Dooley, ASWM Photo 

https://www.delawareestuary.org/news-and-events/delaware-estuary-science-and-environmental-summit/
http://iaglr.org/sol/solo21/
https://www.cwp.org/2021-national-conference/
https://neiwpcc.org/our-programs/nps/annual-nps-conference/
https://asfpmconference.org/
http://www.sws.org/Sample-Content/annual-meeting.html
https://www.ducks.org/ducks-unlimited-events/national-convention
https://eco.confex.com/eco/2021/cfs.cgi
https://www.esa.org/ldc/
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TRAINING/WORKSHOPS 2021 
  FEBRUARY 2021 

  February 4-5, 2021 
San Diego, CA 

Wetland Training Institute Course: Advanced Hydraulic Soils 
Other dates available 

February 8-9, 2021 
San Diego, CA 

Wetland Training Institute Course: Basic Wetland Delineation 
Other dates available 

February 8-9, 2021 
San Diego, CA 

Wetland Training Institute Course: Basic Wetland Delineation Refresher Course 
Other dates available 

  MARCH 2021 

  March 15-18, 2021 

Raleigh, NC 

Swamp School Course: Wetland Delineation Training (Classroom/Field) 

March 24-26, 2021 
Online 

Wetland Training Institute Course: Woody Plant Identification 

  APRIL 2021 

April 19-22, 2021 

Raleigh, NC 

Swamp School Course: Wetland Delineation Training (Classroom/Field) 

April 20-21, 2021 
Online 

Rutgers Office of Continuing Professional Education Course: Introduction to Wetland 
Training 

April 23, 2021 
San Diego, CA 

Wetland Training Institute Course: Beginners Plant ID for Wetland Delineation 

April 28-30, 2021 
Folsom, CA 

Wetland Training Institute Course: Plant Identification for Central and/or Southern 
California 

  MAY 2021 

  May 11-14, 2021 
Online  

Rutgers Office of Continuing Professional Education Course: Wetland Construction: 
Principles, Planning, and Design 

May 17-18, 2021 
Online  

Rutgers Office of Continuing Professional Education Course: Vegetation Identification 
for Wetland Delineation: North 

May 19-20, 2021 
Online  

Rutgers Office of Continuing Professional Education Course: Vegetation Identification 
for Wetland Delineation: South 

May 26-28, 2021 
San Diego, CA 

Wetland Training Institute Course: Graminoids (Grasses, Sedges, Rushes) ID for 
Wetlands and Wetland Delineators 

 

 

 

 

  

https://wetlandtraining.com/course/advanced-hydric-soils/
https://wetlandtraining.com/course/wetland-delineation/
https://wetlandtraining.com/course/wetland-delineation-refresher/
https://swampschool.org/product/wetland-delineation-training/
https://wetlandtraining.com/course/woody-plant-id/
https://swampschool.org/product/wetland-delineation-training/
http://www.cpe.rutgers.edu/courses/current/eh0102wb.html
http://www.cpe.rutgers.edu/courses/current/eh0102wb.html
https://wetlandtraining.com/course/beginners-plant-id/
https://wetlandtraining.com/course/plant-id-ca-2020/
https://wetlandtraining.com/course/plant-id-ca-2020/
http://www.cpe.rutgers.edu/courses/current/eh0604wb.html
http://www.cpe.rutgers.edu/courses/current/eh0604wb.html
http://www.cpe.rutgers.edu/courses/current/eh0501wa.html
http://www.cpe.rutgers.edu/courses/current/eh0501wa.html
http://www.cpe.rutgers.edu/courses/current/eh0502wa.html
http://www.cpe.rutgers.edu/courses/current/eh0502wa.html
https://wetlandtraining.com/course/graminoids-id-hays/
https://wetlandtraining.com/course/graminoids-id-hays/
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Index 

  

EDITOR ’S CHOICE 

 • Proposed Information Collection Request; Comment Request; Clean Water Act 404 State-Assumed Programs 

• EPA Army Corps of Engineers announces finalization of nationwide permits  

• What this year's rulings and court fights mean for 2021  

• Attorneys General Support Legal Challenge of Permit for Keystone XL Tar Sands Oil Pipeline  

NATIONAL NEWS  

 • EPA finalizes rule to limit science behind public health safeguards  

• Major Oil Companies Take A Pass on Controversial Lease Sale In Arctic Refuge 

• U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Finalizes New Special Permit for Cormorant Management in Lower 48 States  

• President Trump Signs “Digital Coast” Act into Law  

• New Report Says EPA Used Dubious Methodology to Justify Weakening the Clean Water Act 

• A new Trump rule could shrink protected habitat for endangered wildlife  

• NACWA: Clean water funding excluded from final WRDA package 

STATE AND TRIBAL NEWS 

 • AL: Governor Ivey announces National Fish and Wildlife Foundation Projects in Alabama  

• CA: State approves Ballona Wetlands restoration plan that divides environmentalists   

• CO: CPW apps open for wetland projects  

• FL: Could Invasive Burmese Pythons Soo 

• n Be on the Menu in Florida?   

• FL: Florida takes wetlands permitting role from federal government; only 3rd state to do so 

• IL: Illinois’ largest rodents are in city lagoons, rivers and streams. Now, they’re on Instagram.  

• IA: Impaired waters report by Iowa DNR identifies potential trouble spots to fix  

• LA: Louisiana scientists say a reviled plant could save the coast's insect-ravaged wetlands  

• NE: USDA works with landowners to conserve critical wetlands 

• NE: State agency accused of submitting improper grant requests to Nebraska Environmental Trust 

• NY: After unprecedented storms hit New York, communities take a different approach to flood protection  

• ND: Wetland mitigation bank opens in North Dakota 

• Pamunkey Tribe: VA.’S Pamunkey Tribe Studies Endangered Sturgeon  

• Puyallup Tribe: Puyallup Tribe sues Electron Hydro for polluting Puyallup River with crumb rubber  

• TX: Galveston Bay Foundation protects 106 Acres on Dollar Bay in Texas City  

• VT: Vermont Fish & Wildlife develops new wetland acquisition and restoration initiative  

• VA: VA. Invests in Farm Conservation, Building Progress in Stream Protection  

• WI: DNR wetland program acquires first Columbia County easement from Portage area farm 
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WETLAND SCIENCE NEWS 
  
• One-third of America’s rivers have changed color since 1984 

• Study ties amphibian collapses with increased malaria outbreaks  

• For coastal farmers, climate change rubs salt in their wounds  

• When Water Dries Up, It Can Be Deadly 

• Targeting U.S. wetland restoration could make cleaning up water much cheaper  

• Rising Sea Levels Drown Coastal Marshes, Wetlands 

• Using satellite imagery, researchers have built an automatic habitat loss detector  

• Managing Ecosystem Restoration: What Does Success Look Like?  

• How Non-Native Plants Are Contributing to a Global Insect Decline  

RESOURCES/PUBLICATIONS  

•  •  
• LSU research explores how coastal changes affect wildlife  

• 2020 State of the Bay Report 

• Our Water Our Future 

• Innovative Finance for Conservation: Roles for Ecologist and Practitioners 

  POTPOURRI 

• Early Biden Climate Test: Groups Demand Tougher Rules on Building  

• One Way to Green a City: Knock Out the Tiles 

• Green groups have a racism problem. Waterkeepers are trying to solve it.  

• How the coronavirus vaccine relies on Maryland’s strangest fishery: horseshoe crabs Living shorelines offer 
hospitality to the Bay’s migratory birds  

• ‘Devastating’ fires engulf Brazilian Pantanal wetlands – again  

• Nature-based solutions by people of nature  

• Humpback whales have made a comeback in New York City 

• Norfolk Flood Resilience Project to Transform Neighborhood Waterfront 

• Different perspective-why 2020 wasn’t the worst  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
William Dooley, ASWM Photo 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 
WEBINARS  

January 2021 

• Association of State Wetland Managers Members’ Webinar: Using Drone Technology to Support Wetland 
Work 

• Interagency Ecological Restoration Quality Committee Webinar: A review of recent habitat restoration 
projects in Great Lakes Areas of Concern: Restoration targets, goals, and monitoring paradigms 

February 2021 

• Friends of Semiahmoo Bay Society World Wetlands Day Webinar 

• Laguna de Santa Rosa Foundation Webinar: Inseparable: Water, Wetlands & Life Honoring World Wetlands 
Day and the Laguna de Santa Rosa  

• Webinar Co-hosted by NOAA’s National Integrated Drought Information System and the USGS National 
Climate Adaptation Science Center: Ecological Drought: An Introduction 

• Association of State Wetland Managers Beaver Restoration Webinar: Addressing Policy Considerations: 
Navigating the Regulatory Environment and Stakeholders  

• EBM Tools Network Webinar: Coral reef eco-evolutionary dynamics: Adaptation and connectivity in MPA 
networks under future climate change 

•  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEETINGS  

February 2021 

• Institute for Environmental Sustainability: Virtual World Wetlands Day 2021 

• Everglades Coalition Conference: Equitable Everglades 

• Newport Bay Conservancy: World Wetlands Day 2021: Wetlands Around the World  

• Wisconsin Wetlands Association: Wetland Science Conference  

• RiversEdge West’s 19th Annual Research and Management Conference: A River Runs Through It: People, 
Wildlife, and Habitat 

March 2021 

• 2021 Delaware Estuary Science and Environmental Summit 

• International Association for Great Lakes Research: Sate of Lake Ontario Conference 

April 2021 

• Center for Watershed Protection: Watershed and Stormwater Conference 

• NEIWPCC 31st Annual Nonpoint Source Pollution Conference 

May 2021 

• Association of State Floodplain Managers 45th Annual Conference 

June 2021 

• Society of Wetland Scientists 2021 Annual Meeting 

• Ducks Unlimited National Convention 

August 2021 

• ESA Annual Meeting: Vital Connections in Ecology 

September 2021 

7th Live Discovery – Doing Science Biology Education Conference 

 

http://iaglr.org/sol/solo21/
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TRAININGS/WORKSHOPS  

February 2021 

• Wetland Training Institute Course: Advanced Hydraulic Soils 

• Wetland Training Institute Course: Basic Wetland Delineation 

• Wetland Training Institute Course: Basic Wetland Delineation Refresher Course 

March 2021 

• Swamp School Course: Wetland Delineation Training (Classroom/Field) 

• Wetland Training Institute Course: Woody Plant Identification 

April 2021 

• Swamp School Course: Wetland Delineation Training (Classroom/Field) 

• Rutgers Office of Continuing Professional Education Course: Introduction to Wetland Training 

• Wetland Training Institute Course: Beginners Plant ID for Wetland Delineation 

• Wetland Training Institute Course: Plant Identification for Central and/or Southern California 

May 2021 

• Rutgers Office of Continuing Professional Education Course: Wetland Construction: Principles, Planning, and 
Design 

• Rutgers Office of Continuing Professional Education Course: Vegetation Identification for Wetland 
Delineation: North  

• Rutgers Office of Continuing Professional Education Course: Vegetation Identification for Wetland 
Delineation: South 

• Wetland Training Institute Course: Graminoids (Grasses, Sedges, Rushes) ID for Wetlands and Wetland 
Delineators 
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The Association of State Wetland Managers' Wetland News Digest (WND) is a 

monthly compilation of wetland-related stories and announcements submitted by 

readers and gleaned from listservs, press releases and news sources from 

throughout the United States. WND chronicles the legislative, national, state and 

tribal news relevant to wetland science, policy, practice and law. It also links to new 

publications, tools and resources available to wetland professionals as well as 

events and training opportunities for those working in water resources and related 

fields. Wetland News Digest (formerly “Wetland Breaking News”) has been 

published for over fifteen years and ASWM has been a nationally recognized resource for information on wetland 

science and policy since 1983. 

The items presented in Wetland News Digest do not necessarily reflect the views of the editor or of the 
Association of State Wetland Managers. Send your news items, comments, corrections, or suggestions to 
mailto:news@aswm.org. 
 
"WETLAND NEWS DIGEST" Compiled by William Dooley, Policy Analyst and Edited by Marla Stelk, Executive 
Director; Laura Burchill and Sharon Weaver, Assistant Editors, Association of State Wetland Managers, 32 
Tandberg Trail, Ste. 2A, Windham, ME 04062. Telephone: 207-892-3399; Fax: 207-894-7992. 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Send your news items, events, comments, corrections, or suggestions to news@aswm.org  
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