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Our Mission...

The Association of State Wetland Managers (ASWM) is a  
nonprofit organization established in 1983 to promote and  
enhance protection and management of wetland resources,  
to promote application of sound science to wetland management 
efforts and to provide training and education for our members  
and the public. Membership is open to all.

It is not enough to understand the natural world; 
the point is to defend and preserve it.

                                                                                               - Edward Abbey
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In 2012 ASWM projects were supported by the McKnight Foundation, the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency, and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service along with members and private 
donors. The Association would like to express its gratitude to those who have supported its 
efforts to protect the nation’s wetlands through the application of sound science, training  
and education. 

                                                                                Thank you.
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Special Projects
Plan for Coastal and Inland Wetlands in the State of Michigan 

Wetland Water Quality Standards for States 

Responding to Hurricane Sandy with Online Resources & Sea Level Rise Tools                   

Plan for Coastal and Inland Wetlands in the State of Michigan 

ASWM prepared a white paper for the Michigan 
Department of Environmental Quality Wetlands 
Program and the Coastal Management Program in 
2012. Climate change is occurring in the Great Lakes 
region. Between 1968 and 2002 average temperatures 
increased 2.3 degrees Fahrenheit. The average annual 
ice coverage on the Great Lakes declined 72% 
between 1973 and 2010. The average number of snow 
days has decreased more than 15 days since 1975. 

These trends are expected to continue along with 
changes in the frequency of intense storms, extended 
droughts and heat waves. These changes are likely to 
have a profound impact on the citizens of the State 
of Michigan, as well as the state’s natural resources 
including wildlife, fisheries, wetlands, lakes, streams, 
rivers, forests and grasslands. 

The white paper recommends a large number of 
potential actions for consideration by the MDEQ 
and its partners, with a focus on development of “no 
regrets” policies that leverage existing programs 
to support climate change adaptation. The ASWM 
recommendations fall into 5 major headings: 

(1) Advanced Strategic Planning; 
(2) Monitoring and Assessment; 
(3) Voluntary Restoration, Conservation and 

Management; 
(4) Regulation; and 
(5) Integration with other Water Programs for 

Watershed Management. 

For each of these topics, suggested actions are 
provided that specifically target the Great Lakes, or 
other inland waters.

Finally, an appendix to the white paper includes a 
matrix to illustrate how many wetland-related climate 
change adaptation measures can provide multiple 
benefits in terms of ecosystem services. This matrix 
helps to reinforce the need for cooperative approaches 
and effective interagency communication to integrate 
multiple programs and areas of expertise. 

For the full list of recommendations and paper, click 
here to download the PDF of the full report.

http://www.aswm.org/pdf_lib/michigan_wetlands_and_climate_change_report_final_403251_7.pdf
http://www.aswm.org/pdf_lib/michigan_wetlands_and_climate_change_report_final_403251_7.pdf


 

Wetland Water Quality Standards for States

ASWM recently published a new report, Wetland 
Water Quality Standards for States. The Association 
prepared this report as part of a broader project to 
help states and tribes adopt water quality standards for
wetlands. It addresses the formulation and
adoption of such standards and provides the states 
and tribes with some examples of draft narrative 
standards. A total of 15 states have adopted water
quality standards for wetlands. However, a number 
of states are currently in the process of developing 
standards for wetlands. The report was prepared to
support current and future efforts.

Any state wishing to draft its own water quality 
standards for wetlands needs to begin its effort by 
examining the guidance pertaining to State Water 
Quality Standards for wetlands and the guidance 
pertaining to nutrient criteria. The EPA guidelines 
contain much helpful material and are flexible and 
leave considerable discretion to the states and tribes 
in developing their own guidance and regulations, as 
long as basic requirements are met. However, states

and tribes may go beyond this guidance and many 
states have done so with regard to regulatory goals, 
definition of wetland, regulated activities, designated 
uses, criteria for designated uses and other regulatory 
provisions.

Fifteen states have adopted some sort of water 
quality standards specifically for wetlands although 
the specifics differ greatly: Wisconsin, Minnesota, 
Colorado, California, Nebraska, North Carolina, 
Ohio, Hawaii, Iowa, Florida, Wyoming, Maine, 
Massachusetts, Tennessee, and Washington state.
 
This is an area of public policy that will continue to 
evolve as additional states and tribes adopt wetland-
specific water quality standards. ASWM’s report 
may be expanded and revised as more examples, best 
practices and references become available.

Full report: http://aswm.org/pdf_lib/wwq_standards_
for_states.pdf

Responding to Hurricane Sandy with Online Resources              
& Sea Level Rise Tools

In the wake of Hurricane Sandy, ASWM has been 
tracking the analyses, studies and reports concerning 
the impacts of hurricanes and hybrid storms on 
coastal communities. Sea level rise, storm surge 
and coastal adaptation tools are important to those 
involved with planning and making changes to 
infrastructure, policy and management practices.
ASWM has re-organized its climate change section 
of the website to better identify the available tools, 
analyses and other information about sea level rise 
and coastal adaptation. 

Each week ASWM includes two Climate Change 
Features in the weekly Insider’s Edition. The features 
are often recentlyreleased tools, analyses or reports on 
climate change adaptation, sea level rise or the effects 

of natural hazards on wetland resources in the context 
of climate change.

Finally, ASWM published its State Wetland Climate 
Change Adaptation Summaries last year featuring 
pilot programs and projects that were underway
as of 2010. Since then, ASWM has updated a few of 
the states that have added, developed or expanded 
their climate change adaptation planning activities. 
 
If you’re familiar with a state-level climate change 
adaptation planning tool, pilot project, program or 
report that was published between 2010-2012, or 
if one is planned for 2013, please let us know and 
ASWM staff will make sure that those resources are 
included on the summary page for that state. 
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New Features
During 2012 ASWM added to its web pages with new websites on wetland program plans, Mississippi River 
2012 drought, and Hurricane Sandy.  It reorganized and expanded many other areas of the website.  Working 
with federal, state, tribal and nongovernmental partners, ASWM has fostered collaborative relationships to 
further its mission to promote the inclusion of sound science into public policy. The organization’s major 
accomplishments in 2012 are described below.  Ongoing information on ASWM’s activities can be found on its 
website, which is updated weekly.

Webinar Series: A series of webinars are underway 
for the Wetland Mapping Consortium (WMC) and 
Natural Floodplain Function Alliance (NFFA) as well 
as a number of webinars for special projects as part of 
work groups.

Members’ Wetland Webinar Series – A 
Valuable Series of Training & Presentations: 
ASWM launched a new wetland webinar series in 
early fall 2012. Members may participate and have 
access to recordings of past webinars, such as the 
recently held webinar on the National Wetland Plant 
List. Listen and engage with wetland science, policy 
and legal experts, and learn from the experience of 
other wetland professionals throughout the nation. 
Monthly webinars will cover science, legal and policy 
issues.
 
Mississippi River & Wetlands: An expanded 
series of web resources on the Mississippi River 
and Drought 2012, Mississippi River Flood 2011 
and Mississippi River, Wetlands and Hurricanes is 
available. 

Online Tools, Forums & Bulletin Boards: 
ASWM uses a variety of tools from online bulletin 
boards to social media to generate good discussions 
on new science, proposed legislation and program 
development, legal decisions and hot topics, such as 
wetland mapping and floodplains. ASWM launched 
an online forum in fall 2012 to be used by its work 
groups, webinar participants and members. 

The Compleat Wetlander: ASWM’s top-ranking 
blog included unique weekly content. There were 
over 30 original blog posts for “The Compleat 
Wetlander” and “Strange Wetlands” combined in 
2012. The Compleat Wetlander blog offered analysis 
about wetland science and policy.
 
Another feature on the blog, Strange Wetlands 
presented a quirky, human interest perspective on 
stories about wetlands.

http://aswm.org/iam/legislator


Collaborations

Wetland Mapping Consortium
ASWM is a founding member of the Wetland 
Mapping Consortium (WMC). The WMC 
is an interdisciplinary group of wetland 
scientists and managers interested in mapping 
and monitoring wetlands with remotely 
sensed images and/or using the resultant 
products to best manage wetland resources. 
The Consortium fosters collaborations and 
disseminates data and findings for the purpose 
of enhanced wetland mapping and monitoring.  
Cooperative, synergistic, interdisciplinary 
research funding proposals and projects may 
be initiated that overcome limitations at a 
single institution or agency. ASWM held a 
number of webinars to organize the structure 
of the Consortium. As one of its first major 
accomplishments, the Consortium continued 

working with the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) to provide easy access to a sub-set of 
NRCS’s SSURGO soils database to create an “Easily Restorable Wetlands Mapping” data layer.  It will be 
available for use early in 2013. 

 
Natural Floodplain Functions Alliance

The Association of State Wetland Managers is a founding member of the Natural Floodplain Function 
Alliance (NFFA). The Alliance is an affiliation of federal agencies, professional and nonprofit organizations, 
and individuals who are dedicated to the protection and preservation of the natural functions of floodplains, 
which includes coastal areas.  It was established to “promote, protect, and enhance the protection, restoration, 
and management of natural floodplain 
resources.” As a member of the NFFA 
Steering Committee, ASWM played a 
lead role as a co-sponsor in organizing a 
2-day concurrent session on “Solutions 
to Mitigate Flood Risk and Benefit 
Ecosystems: Incorporating Ecosystems 
Services Tools and Methods” as part of 
an international conference on Ecosystem 
Services held in Portland, Oregon on 
August 1-2.    ASWM maintains an NFFA 
webpage on its website devoted to NFFA 
activities, including forthcoming workshops 
and webinars.  ASWM records webinars 
hosted by NFFA and they are available 
to the general public.  Participation in 
the alliance is open to organizations that 
support natural floodplain functions. 
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Partnerships
The Association of State Wetland Managers works with other organizations on education, training, clean water 
advocacy and other wetlands-related issues. ASWM has worked with its partners in recent years toward a 
common goal of protecting wetlands and water resources through sound science and sensible public policy. 
ASWM is a membership organization; membership is open to anyone.

State Wetland Managers

ASWM has members who are State Wetland 
Managers from 31 states. In addition, ASWM has 
members in 47 states and 11 tribes.

State Associations  
& Organizations

Environmental Council to the States
Association of State Floodplain Managers
Association of Clean Water Administrators (ACWA)
National Association of State Foresters
Coastal States Organization
Association of Fish & Wildlife Agencies
Groundwater Protection Council

Water Resources Science, Law, 
Academic & Environmental 
Organizations

River Network
Michigan Wetlands Association
American Rivers 
McKnight Foundation
National Caucus of Environmental Legislators
Society of Wetland Scientists
Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership
National Wildlife Federation
Environmental Law Institute
Orchard Foundation
The Wetland Conservancy
St. Mary’s University of Minnesota
Ducks Unlimited
Virginia Tech
Oregon State University
University of North Carolina  
             Environmental Finance Center 
Society of Wetland Scientists Professional 
Certification Program
Muskie School of Public Service  
            (University of Southern Maine) 
Ramsar U.S. 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
National Oceanic Atmospheric Administration 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service
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New Publications in 2012
Assessing the Natural and Beneficial 
Functions of Floodplains
By Jon Kusler, Esq. Ph.D. This substantial 
report was prepared to help federal, state, and local 
floodplain management staff, water planners, wetland 
managers and others assess, protect and restore 
floodplain “natural and beneficial” functions. 

Wetland Water Quality Standards for States. 
This report was prepared as part of a broader project 
to help states adopt water quality standards for 
wetland ecosystems. It addresses the formulation 
and adoption of such standards. It provides the states 
with some examples of draft narrative standards in 
Appendices A and B.

Wetland Program Plans: A Strategic Tool for 
States & Tribes.  The first in a series on Wetland 
Program Plans (WPPs), this provides an overview 
of state WPP development. It outlines the benefits 
of WPPs and their role within EPA’s core elements 
framework as well as illustrates some examples. 

Climate Change Adaptation Plan for Coastal 
& Inland Wetlands in the State of Michigan. 
This 2012 white paper was prepared for the Michigan 
Department of Environmental Quality, to support 
climate change planning for wetland resources.   The 
report summarizes anticipated impacts of climate 
change on water resources in the Great Lakes 
region, and offers recommendations on how wetland 
management and restoration can support climate 
change adaptation.  

*401 Certification of Nationwide Permits 
2010.  A report on the best practices used by states 
in completing 401 Certification of the nationwide 
permits in 2007.
 
*Evaluation of Programmatic General Permits 
for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. A report 
on best practices used by Corps districts and states in 
developing and implementing programmatic general 
permits.

*In final stages of approval process.



Workshops/Conferences

State/Federal Coordination Workshop
The Association of State Wetland Managers held a three-day workshop March 13-15 at the National 
Conservation Training Center near Shepherdstown, WV.  The topic of the annual State/Tribal/Federal 
Coordination Workshop was:  “Sustaining the Nation’s Commitment to No Net Loss of Wetlands through 
Challenging Times.”  There were 102 participants including 38 federal, 46 state and 4 tribal government 
representatives.  There were 10 individuals representing nonprofit organizations and 4 representing consulting 
firms.

The agenda included presentations on opportunities to improve Clean Water Act implementation.  The 
workshop facilitated collaboration and integration of the CWA Section 404 program with state wetland 
and related water programs by having sessions on water quality standards for wetlands, the recent national 
assessment of wetland condition and its application to state wetland programs, prospects for the new Farm 
Bill and its possible impact on wetlands, and the importance of integrating wetlands and flood loss reduction 
programs.  In addition, the final day of the workshop included an all-day series of presentations to assist states 
and tribes in the development of wetland program plans to create a roadmap for developing holistic regulatory 
and nonregulatory programs.

Following the workshop, the agenda and PowerPoints from the workshop were made available to participants.
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Webinars 
The Association of State Wetland Managers hosted a number of webinars in 2012 as part of ongoing projects 
to improve state wetland programs and to further the efforts of two collaborations: the Natural Floodplain 
Function Alliance and the Wetland Mapping Consortium.  ASWM utilizes webinars as a tool for communication 
and for reaching an audience that would not otherwise be able to travel to conferences or seminars.  ASWM 
began hosting a new monthly webinar series for members only. Topics alternate between science, policy and 
legal issues each month. ASWM also began recording webinars this year and they are available to view on the 
ASWM website. Some of the 2012 webinar series are listed below. 

Members’ Wetland Webinar Series

This new monthly series began in October. The 
webinar topics are provided below. 
• “National Wetland Plant List” 

Presenter: Dr. Bob Lichvar of the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers

• “Water Quality Standards for Wetlands” 
Presenters: Jeanne Christie and Jon Kusler, 
Association of State Wetland Managers, Jennifer 
Linn, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

• “Coastal Blue Carbon – What’s All the Fuss About?” 
Presenter: Steve Emmett-Mattox, Restore America’s 
Estuaries

Wetland Program Plans

As part of this project, ASWM hosted a series of 
webinars in 2012. The webinar topics are provided 
below. 
• “ Assessment and Monitoring:  Identifying common 

characteristics of a good assessment and monitoring 
plans”

• “Communication (General) – Using a WPP as an 
effective communication tool”

• “Water Words That Work”
• “Water Quality Standards for Wetlands: Identifying 

common characteristics of a good WQS plan”
• “Communication with State Legislatures”
 
Streams

As part of this project, ASWM hosted a series of 
webinars in 2012. The webinar topics are provided 
below. 
• “NC Stream Mitigation Program”
• “Natural Channel Design”

Wetland Mapping Consortium Series

Webinar topics included “Wetlands Assessment and 
Level I Mapping Techniques,” “Wetlands Data in the 
National Atlas,” “Sea Level Affecting Marshes Model 
(SLAMM) and SLAMM View,” “NWI Wetland 
Mapping Projects,” “Automation Techniques for 
Mapping Wetlands,” “National Enhanced Elevation 
Requirements and Benefits Assessment and New 
LiDAR Standards,” 
“Potential Wetland 
Soil Landscapes 
(SSURGO) Data 
Set,” “Wetland 
Identifiers/Proposed 
Changes to Cowardin 
Classification.”

Natural Floodplain Function Alliance (NFFA)

ASWM hosted three out of a series of webinars for 
the NFFA. 
• “Crop Insurance and Farm Bill” May 10, 2012 

Presenter: Brad Redlin, Izaak Walton League
• “Why Wetland Managers Should Care about 

Floodplains” July 12, 2012 
Presenter: Lynda Saul, Montana Department of 
Environmental Quality

• “Summary and Overview of the reauthorized 
National Flood Insurance Program” July 12, 2012 
Presenter: Chad Berginnis, Executive Director, 
Association of State Floodplain Managers

• “Coastal Adaptation to Sea Level Rise Tool 
(COAST)”  December 10, 2012 
Presenter: Sam Merrill, New England 
Environmental Finance Center

• “Arkansas Game and Fish Comm’n v. United States, 
No. 11-597” December 10, 2012 
Presenter: Ed Thomas, Natural Hazard Mitigation 
Association 



2012 Active Projects

Projects Completed in 2011
Water Quality Standards in State Wetland Programs
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

Evaluating Approaches to Wetlands and Climate 
Change Adaptation
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality

Best Practices for Joint Corps/State Implementation 
of the Section 404 Program
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

Building State and Tribal Capacity to Develop 
Wetland Programs
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

Delivery of Wetland and Floodplain Mapping 
Conservation and Management Collaboration Project,
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Projects Ongoing
Developing Comprehensive Approaches to Wetland 
Program Development with States and Tribes
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

Improving Wetland Restoration Permitting Success
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

State Definitions and Requirements for Ephemeral, 
Intermittent and Perennial Streams
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

To Support the Development of State and Federal 
Policies that Protect and Restore Wetlands and 
Floodplains
The McKnight Foundation

Looking Ahead to New Projects
Identifying Best Management Practices for 
Restoration
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

Use Monitoring & Assess to Improve Core Elements
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

To Support the Development of State and Federal 
Policies that Protect and Restore Wetlands and 
Floodplains along the Mississippi River
The McKnight Foundation
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The Association of State Wetland 

Managers is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, 

nongovernmental organization. 

FINANCIAL REPORT 2012

INCOME  
Contributions (Public Support) 330,720
Program Income 16,657
Membership Dues 15,885
Interest Income 500 
Reimbursed Expenses 762

TOTAL INCOME 364,524

EXPENSE
Labor (personnel) 267,645

Nonlabor
Commercial Insurance 1,686
Non-employee compensation 700
Office Computers (IT) 4,829
General Office 23,317
Program Expense 36,097
Travel Expense 13,395
Miscellaneous 2,665 

Total Nonlabor 82,689
Cost Share    13,275

TOTAL EXPENSE 363,609
NET INCOME 915

ASSETS
Current Assets

Checking/Savings 226,330
Accounts Receivable 0 
Other Current Assets 100

Total Current Assets 226,430
TOTAL ASSETS 226,430

LIABILITIES & EQUITY
Liabilities 

Total Accounts Payable 0
Other Current Liabilities 3,027

Total Liabilities 3,027
Equity

Retained Earnings 222,488
Net Income 915

Total Equity 223,403
TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY 226,430



Board of Directors
Officers:

David Davis, Chairman
Dave is the Director of the Office of Wetlands & Water Protection at the Virginia 
Department of Environmental Quality. In this position, he is responsible for Virginia’s 
independent nontidal wetland regulatory program and non-regulatory wetland programs. 
He is also a member of the Society of Wetland Scientists. In his spare time, Dave plays 

bass trombone. A native of Chincoteague Island, Virginia, Dave has resided in Richmond since 1990, is 
married, and has a precocious daughter who is in the “but why, Daddy” stage.
 

Alan Quackenbush, Vice Chairman
Alan runs the Wetland Program for the Vermont Department of Environmental 
Conservation. Originally from central New York, Alan had an early affinity for wetlands 
that were prevalent on the farm where he grew up. Alan served as a member-at-large on 
the board of the Association of State Wetland Managers; is a member of the Society of 
Wetland Scientists; is on EPA’s National Wetland Condition Assessment Workgroup and  

New England Wetland Workgroup for monitoring and assessment. He lives in the Green Mountains, just 
a few miles from work, with his wife Audrey and his dog, Sadie.

Mark Biddle, Secretary/Treasurer  
Mark is a lead wetland scientist with more than 23 years of experience working for the 
Delaware Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control. Currently, Mark 
is housed within the Watershed Assessment Section, Wetland Monitoring and Assessment 
Program. Mark holds degrees in Natural Resource Management and Soil and Water 
Management and attended both Delaware State University and the University of Delaware. 
Residing in Dover, Delaware, Mark lives with his wife and two daughters. Mark enjoys 

his time with the family lab Gabby, and hopes that the future holds ample time for two of his other loves, 
hunting and fishing.

Members At Large: 
Collis Adams (New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services)
Collis has served as the administrator of the Wetlands Bureau at the New Hampshire 
Department of Environmental Services for the past eight years. As the administrator, 
he oversees all activities relative to the New Hampshire Dredge and Fill Law and the 
Comprehensive Shoreland Protection Act. His greatest accomplishment as administrator 

of the wetlands bureau was the implementation of an in-lieu fee program for wetland mitigation and 
then expanding that program to include streams, rivers, and their riparian habitats. Collis holds a BSCE 
degree from the University of Massachusetts with an emphasis on environmental engineering. He has two 
children, one of each, and is proud that he has instilled in them his same sense of volunteerism and a love 
for the outdoors. He is seldom seen without his dog and best friend Zoë at his side.
 

Richard Gitar (Fond du Lac Reservation - Office of Water Protection)
Rick is a Water Regulatory Specialist for the Fond du Lac Reservation - Office of Water 
Protection (located in Northeastern Minnesota). Rick was a recipient of a 2009 National 
Wetlands Award from the Environmental Law Institute. In his spare time, Rick enjoys 
camping, fishing, bicycle touring, canoeing, trail building (for the Superior Hiking Trail 
system), or just spending time at home with his wife, two children, two dogs, two cats 
and three birds in Duluth, Minnesota. 
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Amy Lounds (Michigan Department of Environmental Quality)
Amy is a Wetlands Specialist for the Water Resources Division of the Michigan  
Department Environmental Quality (MDEQ).  She serves as the statewide specialist 
for the wetland protection program on guideline and policy development, serves as the 
single program administrator for several statewide programs including wetland mitigation 
banking, and serves as the wetland education and training specialist. She is also a member 

of the Michigan Wetlands Association's Board of Directors. Amy has a Master's degree from the University 
of Michigan's School of Natural Resources and Environment and a Bachelor of Science in Zoology from 
Michigan State University.

Maryann McGraw (New Mexico Environment Department)
Maryann is the Wetlands Program Coordinator and the Wetlands and Department of 
Transportation Team Leader with the New Mexico Environment Department (NMED) Surface 
Water Quality Bureau. Maryann brings to the ASWM board the perspective and challenges 
of a newly formed and growing wetlands program. Maryann paints en plein air in pastel, 

concentrating on New Mexico’s scenic vistas and how time and seasonal changes affect those places.

Erik Stockdale (Washington Department of Ecology)
Erik Stockdale supervises the Wetlands/401 Federal Permitting Unit with the Washington 
State Department of Ecology’s Northwest Regional Office.  He is certified as a Professional 
Wetlands Scientist and is an active member of the PacificNorthwest Chapter of SWS. He 
is a graduate of the University of California, Santa Barbara (B.A. Aquatic Biology and 
Environmental Studies) and the University of Washington (M.M.A. Marine Affairs).

ASWM Staff
Jeanne Christie, Executive Director
Jeanne has been with ASWM since 1999 and Executive Director since 2001. From 1995 to 1999 she was a 
Resource Conservationist with the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service, Wetlands and Watersheds 
Division where she was national program leader for the Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program. She worked 
for the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Wetlands Division (1988-1995) moving from the staff level 
to Section Chief and Acting Branch Chief. Jeanne is a 2007 winner of the National Wetlands Award for 
Education and Outreach. During her spare time she competes in ultra runs, teaches digital photography, 
and does volunteer work with the Maine Chapter of the Appalachian Mountain Club, and Riding to the Top 
Therapeutic Riding Center. She lives in an 1860 farmhouse in Windham, ME with her husband Larry and 
their ‘rescued’ animal companions Tux, Gabby and Massey.

Jon Kusler, Associate Director
Jon is a lawyer, writer, and educator with more than 35 years of experience with wetlands, floodplains 
and riparian areas. In addition to a law degree, he holds a M.S. in Water Resources Management and an 
interdisciplinary Ph.D. in Land and Water Management from the University of Wisconsin. He helped found 
the Association of State Wetland Managers in 1983 and served as its Executive Director from 1990 to 2001. 
He received EPA’s National Wetland Lifetime Achievement Award in 1990, the Gilbert White award in 
floodplain management in 1979, and the Society of Wetland Scientist’s Lifetime Achievement Award in 2009. 
He has authored many books and reports concerning wetlands, such as Our National Wetland Heritage: A 
Protection Guide, Regulating Sensitive Lands, and Wetland Creation and Restoration. He lives in an old 
farmhouse in Berne, New York with his wife Pat, two children (when they are home), many cats, and two 
lizards.



Peg Bostwick, Senior Staff Policy Analyst
Peg was Chief of the Wetland Lakes and Streams Unit in the Water Resources Division for the State of 
Michigan – Department of Natural Resources and Environment. Peg joined the (then) DNR in 1979 after 
completing a B.S. in fisheries and wildlife and additional graduate work in limnology at Michigan State 
University. With over 30 years of experience, Peg is also a member of the Society of Wetland Scientists, 
the Michigan Chapter of the North American Lake Management Society, and the Jacob Sheep Breeders 
Association. Peg lives with her family on a 40 acre farm near St. Johns, Michigan, where they raise Jacob 
sheep – an old heritage wool breed.

Leah Stetson, Writer-Editor
Leah is the Association’s resident human ecologist. She edits Wetland Breaking News, writes articles for 
Wetland News and develops content for ASWM’s website.  Leah served on a number of work groups in 
2011 including Water Quality Standards for Wetlands and the State Assumption project. She manages 
the social media, blog and campaign development. A published poet and conservationist, Leah holds a 
master’s degree in human ecology from College of the Atlantic. Before joining ASWM, she wore several 
hats—including a Smokey the Bear “Stetson” at Acadia National Park. Leah has over 15 years of nonprofit 
experience, with the last twelve years devoted to protecting natural resources. She likes to swim and 
explore local wetland preserves with her rescue dog, Sophie-Bea.

Steve Palmer, Bookkeeper
Steve has a B.S. in Business Administration from the University of Maine. Steve “re-tooled” after years in 
sales and has become a specialist for bookkeeping and tax preparations. He has worked for ASWM for six 
years. A flexible schedule has allowed Steve to donate some of his time to charity nonprofits. Steve and his 
wife, Dottie, live on a five-acre woodlot near Sebago Lake. They enjoy living in Maine with their Springer 
Spaniel, Jennie.

Laura Burchill, Program Assistant
Laura is the office manager in the Windham office and has been with the Association since 2004. She is 
responsible for maintaining the membership information; assists with the many tasks involved in preparing 
for conferences and workshops; handles publication orders; as well as general office duties. She has 25+ 
years experience in graphic design and also works part-time for Parent & Family, a local publication. 
When not working, she enjoys spending time with her husband David and grown children, Chris and Stef.

Sharon Weaver, Webmaster
Sharon is the Publications Specialist and Webmaster for the Association in the Berne, New York office, 
where she has worked for the past 19+ years. Along with general office tasks, she works on the layout and 
design of Association publications, reports, and brochures. She helps coordinate ASWM workshops and 
symposia. She manages the ASWM website, which includes daily updates and prepares and designs new 
webpages. When she is not entertaining company, she enjoys some alone time with her husband, Ken, and 
grown children Karla and Pieter. She adores her cat and three dogs, who complete the family nest.

Dawn Smith, Communications Specialist
Dawn works on multimedia projects, focusing on webinars and short videos. After working in the 
corporate world for several years, she is redirecting creative energies towards social media, documentaries 
and short film communication formats.  A lifetime resident of Maine, she has an appreciation for the 
preservation of local heritage and natural treasures, primarily from behind the lens. Working with the 
Association of State Wetland Managers, she has gained a greater appreciation for the local and national 
efforts to preserve and rebuild the wetland ecosystems that are all around us.
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