
Dear ASWM Member, 

Thank you so much for being a member of the Association of State Wetland Managers (ASWM). We 
could not have accomplished so much this year without your support. Your dedication and loyalty to our 
mission to promote and enhance the protection and management of wetland resources, to promote the 
application of sound science to wetland management efforts, and to provide training and education for 
our members and the public has been integral to our success.  

Here are a few highlights from this past year that your membership helped to support: 

• We completed a very comprehensive state wetland program summary, titled “Status and Trends 
Report on State Wetland Programs in the United States” that takes a look at how states are 
approaching each of the four core elements for state wetland programs, including state 
summary documents, comparative data analysis and maps, descriptive text on status and trends 
and documentation of potential models. More can be found on our website here: 
http://www.aswm.org/wetland-programs/state-wetland-programs. 

• Between January and September, 2016, we provided 26 educational webinars, reaching a total 
of 6,191 participants, covering a myriad of topics within the subject areas of wetland 
restoration, wetland mapping, the beneficial functions of wetlands in floodplains, federal 
legislation and legal issues, monitoring and assessment practices and initiative, hydric soils 
training, and so much more.  

• We hosted another successful State/Tribal/Federal Coordination Meeting at the National 
Conservation Training Center with 33 presentations discussing trends and opportunities for: 
state & federal regulatory programs, state restoration programs, state climate change programs, 
mapping/monitoring programs, and funding. 

• We produced multiple publications, including: 
o Legal Issues in Upgrading Flood Maps to Reflect Climate Change, Other Changed 

Conditions 
o Definition of Wetland, Floodplain, Riparian “Functions” and “Values” 
o Protecting and Restoring Riparian Areas 
o Model "Riparian" Protection Ordinance 
o A Comparative Analysis of Ecosystem Service Valuation Decision Support Tools for 

Wetland Restoration  
http://www.aswm.org/pdf_lib/ecosystem_service_valuation_032116.pdf 

We have a lot planned for 2017, including: 

• Keeping members up to date on changes in federal policy related to wetlands; 
• Providing online training courses for wetland professionals and state wetland program 

managers on wetland science, legal issues and wetland program administration; 
• Identifying ways to integrate state and tribal wetland programs with other federal, state and 

local water, habitat and floodplain programs, in order to protect, restore and improve wetland 
acreage and quality while simultaneously improving overall watershed health; 
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• Enhancing the capacity of state wetland programs to protect wetland resources impacted by 
energy development in their state through more timely, informed and effective wetland 
permitting; 

• Spearheading a national discussion on best practices for the management of aquatic invasive 
species in a rapidly changing climate; and 

• Facilitating a collaborative framework for research and discussion of silviculture best practices 
and wetland protection.  

For more than 15 years, ASWM has continued to improve and expand the support it provides for you 
and other states, tribes and private practitioners to build effective and efficient wetland management 
programs and practices, and not once during that time frame has ASWM increased its cost of 
membership. We are now at a critical crossroads where we can no longer afford to sustain our 
programs, improve our online educational offerings, and grow our capacity without accounting for 
inflation and increasing costs. Working with our staff and our Board of Directors, we have developed a 
new membership structure that includes new categories of membership, new rates and improved 
benefits for 2017. Please take some time to review our new membership package by clicking here.  

Please note that, although some of our rates have increased, we are pleased to also now offer a 5% 
multi-year discount for folks who want to pay for 3 years in advance (this discount applies only to the 
new rates). And we are very excited to offer some new benefits as well, including: exclusive access to 
Member’s Webinar recordings, free Certificates of Attendance for all ASWM webinars (we will start 
charging non-members $25 for these in 2017), voting rights in elections of the Board of Directors and all 
issues presented to members to vote, and access to a member’s only section for discussions in ASWM’s 
Online Forum. Large corporate group memberships (11-20 people) will also now have the opportunity to 
place their logo on ASWM’s website homepage with a live link.  

Members who renew their membership by November 30, 2016 can still lock into the current rates – the 
new rates will go into effect December 1st.  

Regardless of when your current membership expires, your membership will be 
extended by one full year at the current rates from your expiration date as long as you 
renew by November 30th.  

We hope you will renew your membership so we can continue to bring you the latest information on 
best practices and new trends in wetland science, management and practice. We thank you again for 

your past membership and support. Please reach out to us with any questions, suggestions or ideas for 
how we can continue to support your efforts as well. 

Your partner in wetland management, 

 

 

Jeanne Christie, Executive Director     Collis Adams, Chair 

http://www.aswm.org/pdf_lib/2017_aswm_membership_package_and_rates.pdf

