
Wetland Restoration Site Field Trips 

Site Descriptions 

Claymont Society 

Claymont Mansion was built by Bushrod Corbin Washington, one of George Washington’s grand-

nephews, in the early 1800’s, and since 1974 has been owned by the Claymont Society for Continuous 

Education. The Claymont wetlands comprise spring-fed forested wetlands, unglaciated marl fens, wet 

meadows, and open water along the north fork of Bullskin Run in the Potomac River watershed, 

Jefferson County, West Virginia. This site has been historically impacted by agriculture, excavation, fill, 

spring development, and multiple impoundments. Marl wetland soils and shell-rich peat deposits are 

still present but are often buried under agricultural sediment. Despite past and some current 

disturbances these wetlands provide habitat to state-rare plant, amphibian, and reptile species. The 

Claymont Society has shifted their use of the land to allow less mowing and has worked with the WV 

Division of Forestry to plant trees in some of the more disturbed portions of their wetlands in recent 

years.  

Morgan Wetland (Lake Louise) 

Morgan Wetland, locally called “Lake Louise,” emerges in the center of a 34-acre unglaciated marl fen 

and forested wetland along Turkey Run in the Potomac River watershed, Jefferson County, West 

Virginia.  Agricultural activities have historically occurred onsite resulting in deposition of sediment from 

runoff, soil compaction, ditching, stream channelization, and farm pond creation. Despite these 

activities, the site supports many state-rare marl specialist plant species, an unusual shell-rich peat 

substrate, and rare amphibians and reptiles. A West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection In 

Lieu Fee Mitigation (ILF) Project was completed on 2.3 acres of this wetland in 2015. The restoration 

work was carried out by Canaan Valley Institute. The conservation easement is held by the Jefferson 

County Farmland Protection Board and the Land Trust of the Eastern Panhandle. The ILF Project 

incorporated re-establishing, enhancing and preserving emergent & forested wetlands as well as open 

water. Annual monitoring and adaptive management by Downstream Strategies continues to occur at 

the site.   

Speakers 

• TBD 
 

Field Trip Schedule (boxed lunch included) 

• 1:00pm – 1:45pm: Drive to Claymont Society site 

• 1:45pm – 2:15pm: Eat lunch 

• 2:15pm – 3:00: Tour Claymont Society site 

• 3:00pm – 3:30pm: Drive to Lake Louise site 

• 3:30pm – 4:15pm: Tour Lake Louise site 

• 4:15pm – 5:00pm: Drive back to NCTC 


