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Dear Wetlanders,

Climate change and infrastructure are all the buzz these days with the new $1 trillion bipartisan
infrastructure bill signed by President Biden yesterday. Funding to address climate change will
explicitly addressed in a separate bill, but there are plesf opportunities for agencies and
organizations to leverage natwtgased infrastructure solutions with the infrastructure funding now
available, which in the long run will help us address climate change resilience and mitigation ne
for the nation.
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infrastructure programs. In caltbat the Association of State Wetland Managers participated in
recently with Assistant Administrator Radhika Fox, she mentioned funding for state revolving loz
that could be used for naturbased infrastructure projects, much of which are avallable fants or
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of Water Programs, and thus for state and tribal water programs.

Climate change is no doubt the biggest challenge of our time as it
affects all aspects of our liveg. | 9 RAG2NRa / K2A0S
about how it is impactingribal Nationand new conservation areas
And in National News we have stories regarding the reCEnP26

United Nations global climate summitaswellag RSy Q& Of

| hope you enjoy our selection of news stories this month. As alwa
you have news to share, please send them to useats@aswm.org

Best regards,

Happy Thankagiving

Marla J. Stelk To-all our )
Editor,Wetland News Digest ‘Wetland Friends and Family
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Use the Ecobot Wetland Delineation App
For Unparalleled Efficiency: Field and Office
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In the Midst ofa Salmon Crisis, Alaska Native Villages Band Together

By Maia Wiklex, Hakai Magazine November 11, 2021
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Stevens navigates the braided channels of the Yukon River towaiidthis
camp. Stevens is a traditional fishermaBinyee Hutanne, the people of t
canyon. He was raised by his grandmother on the river in Stevens Villa
Koyukon Athabascan community nestled within the Yukon Flats in Alas
Typically, the camp is bustg with families processing salmon. This year
however, it was quiet as he set a famch (10centimeter) mesh net for
whitefish; there were no salmon to catcReal more here

Why Climate Change Could Put New Conservation Ameagopardy

By Zach St. GeorgeYaleEnvironent36Q November 11, 2021
Last month, parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity met virtua
set global conservation goals for the next decade. Although the 196
S p NSOr signatories to the treaty did not mééhe goals they set a decade ago, the
nevertheless are moving to expand on those goals, most notably with ¢
Wetland proposalii 2 LX | 08 on LISNDSyd 2F GKS &
LINEUSOUSR | NBla 0eé Hanond ¢KAA dac
N eWS argument, with some critics calling it an environmentalist pipe dream ar
aneocolonialisiand grabthat, by restricting the activities allowad newly
D i eSt protected areas, could negativvely affexs many as 300 million people
g including many of the 2 NX R Q & Rebi2niBediel d

Bipartisan Infrastructure Deal: A Historic Investment\iater

Wetland News Digest
(WND) sponsorship U.S. Environmental Protection Agentiater ¢ Novemberl0, 2021

President Biden's leadership and bipartisan Congressional action have

opportunity o your dglivered the singldargest invgstment in U.S. water infrg_structure ever.
. . Bipartisan Infrastructure Deal invests more than $50 billion through EP.

PUS'_n?S_S.tO 'n_crease highly successful water infrasicture programs. For more information,

its visibility with please see th&ID factsheet hereYou can view gideo message from

members of the Assistant Administrator Radhika Foace.

wetlands and water

resources Community

and reinforce your By Anna Wildeman, Dave Ross, Check Sensibacdfralironmental Law

o TS eI nlnliinzhi8  and Policy Monitog November 5, 2021

to wetlands in the U.S. Landownersaand permit applicants received an email notification this we

that the Army Corps of Engineers (Army Corps) would not be processir
Information on their'requests fo_r coverage un'der a variety of Clean Water A_ct (CWA)

sponsorship, Sectlpn 404 NatjorIW|de Pver,mlts ,(NV\{Ps).ANWPs are vgbpermlts tha:[
can be found here. FdzU K2ZNAT S | OUAQGAUASaA dZVRSNJ/fSl)
minimal adverse environmental effects when performed separately and
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Section 404 (e)(1Read more here
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Army Corps Halts Coverage Under Nationwide Permits
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NEW: Beaver Related Restoration Training Series

The Association of State Wetland Managers (ASWM) and the Bureau diand Management
(BLM) collaborated to develop a series of webinars introducing the topic of restoration of
aquatic ecosystems through the reintroduction of beavers, the use of beaver dam analogues
(BDAS) or restoration designed to attract beavers to an ara to contribute to changing
hydrology and restoring ecosystem services. This webinar series wagriginally developed
with guidance from a national workgroup of beaver restoration experts with presentations
provided by practitioners, managers and researchers workingn the field. The webinas have
been assembled into a series of online Training Modules, cuering the basics of beaver
restoration and continuing through implementation challenges and ways toencourage beaver
restoration projects.

Each online module in the BeaveiRelated Restoration Training Series is accompaniedy an
optional knowledge assessment quiz available throughClassMarker.The quiz assesses
understanding of the key takeaway points of the training.

ASWM Members- as a benefit of membership, youwill have the opportunity to download a
free Certificate of Completion for each module quiz that you pass.Log Into the membership
portal to access the learning modules and quizzes.

Non-Members - you have free access to view the learning modules. There is a $25.00 USD fee
per module to take the online quiztowards achieving a Certificate of Completion. Secure
payment is made through PayPal, either with a PayPal account or with the guest option, using
a credit card. Learn more here

Photo bv Sharon Weaver ASWM
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Upcoming ASWM Members' Webinar Series
Mf ncf st ! ! PomddinAEWM ldelbes !

Conducting a Benefits Assessment forn Restoration of’
Wetlands on Cranberry Farmland

Wednesday, December 15, 2021- 3:00 p.m.-4:30 p.m. Eastern

Presenter:
Glorianna Davenport, Living Observatory, Plymouth, MA

More Information_ Register Here

p—_

A Certificate of Participation to be used toward Continuing Education Credits will be
available for participation in all LIVE Webinars. ASWM members receive free Certificates
of Participation. Non -Members who request a certificate will be charged a processing fee

of $25.00. Certificates are not available for viewing recorded webinars. Click here for
more information.

Recoding Available
ASWM Members' Webinar Series

Megafires Be Dammed: Can Beavercreated Fire Refugia Persist
Through Extreme Wildfire Events?

Held Wednesday, October 27, 2021- 3:00 p.m.-4:30 p.m. Eastern

Presenter:

Emily Fairfax, Ph.D. California State University Channel Islands

Up! wj fx!uif! nfncf stlbdinxhere,jthermhmvidatp nof tie
INf ncfst!! Xfcjobs! Tfsj ft laur@@ulsvont.drdod p
(07) 892-3399 if you need assistance logging in. If you are not

currently a member, click here to join ASWM.
-
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National News

6 takeaways from the U.N. climate conference

ByTheNYC Daily PogtNovemberl3, 2021

Before it started, the United Nations global climate summit in Glasgow knc
as COP26 was billedbyli & OKA ST 2NAFYyAT SNJ | &
planet. Halfway through, optimistic reviews of its progress noted that head:
state and titans of industry showed up in force to start the gathering with
splashy new climate promises, a sign thatmentum was building in the righi
direction.On Saturday, diplomats from nearly 200 countries struck a major
agreement aimed at intensifying efforts to fight climate change, by calling
governments to return next year with stronger plans to curb theangit-

g N¥Y¥Ay3d SYAaarzya yR dzNBAy3 ¢SIf
2025 to protect the most vulnerable nations from the hazards of a hotter
planet.Read more here

EPA and DOI Announce Recommitment to Federal Partnership in Suppor
Urban Waters

U.S. Environmental Protection Agerciovember 9, 2021

Today, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the U.S. Departi
the Interior, 13 other federal agencies, and nrgovernmental partners
commemorated a decade of accomplishments under the Urban Waters Fe
Partnership while pledging their recommitment to this partnership. Twenty
partnership locations across the countryeaadvancing economic, public heal
environmental, and social benefits by enhancing community connections t
g SN &0 anaiversalyrofihe Urban Waters Federal Partnership
andthe 50" anniversary of the Clean Water Act, EPA is celebrating
transformational improvements to our watersincluding in our urban
OSYG&NRR£Ot! ltaaradlyd ! RYAYA &ibad
Waters Federal Partnership is supporting communities across the country
the Bronx to Los Angeles to our newéstationt the Rio Reimagined project
Arizona. | look forward to accelerating this progress with our renewed

02 YYA (i R&W iinod bere

Wetland Reserve Enhancement Partnership: USDA Natural Resources
Conservation Service Approves Funding for Historically Underserved
Producers (Including Arkansas)

By Mitchell, Williams, Selig, Gates & Woodyard, P.L(LUBSUPRANovember
9, 2021

The United States Department of Agriculture Natural Resources Conser
{ SNAOS o6abw/ {£€0 |yy2dzyOSR Ay I |
investing 11 million dollars in partnerships to restore wetlandspimjects
that bring together partners and landowners to voluntarily return wetlanc
functions to agricultural landscape$he funding is for two new projects ar
additional funding to existing ones that are described as prioritizing-high
impact projects angbrovide assistance to historically underserved farmer
and ranchersRead more here
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Deadline Extension for Regional Roundtable Discussior8 3 NRAyYy 3 a2 GSNAR 2F GKS

Federal Register November 8, 2021

On October 13, 2021, EPA and the Army (the agenzigg)unced a proceder stakeholders to nominate a slate of
participants to potentially be selected as one of ten geographically focused roundtables. These regional feanc
will be hosted by EPA and the Army and will enable stakeholders with a range of perspectives to discuss thei
AYLX SYSyYy (Gl GA2zy SELSNASYyOSa 6AGK aél GSNB 2F GKS !
provide greater clarity withi their geographic areas. In response to robust interest in these regional roundttise
agencies have extended the deadline for submissions to Wednesday, December.1A F@2leral Register Notice
providing this extension and additional clarificatiaagwvailable here

Federal Interagency Working Group Reconvened to Imprévetections for Endangered Species and Enhance
Transparency

U.S. Environmental Protection Agerchovember 3, 2021

Today, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the White House Council on Environmental Quality
Department of AgricultureDepartment of Commerce, and Department of the Interior are reaffirming their
commitment to working together and with stakeholders to protect endangered species, provide effective pest
tools, and regulate pesticide use in a fair, transparent, amdljotable manner. Last month, all five agencies met ¢
part of the Interagency Working Group (IWG) created under the 2018 Farm Bill to discuss improvements to tr
Endangered Species Act (ESA) section 7 consultation process for pesticide registratigisaratioa review. The
INR dzLIQ& FANRG Y SHuidissAdrainistatidR Seslilted i Specifid cBrimyitments to improve the
pesticide consultation process for endangered species and engaging stakeholders, including by capitalizing ¢
strong inteest among stakeholders for a workable procdssad more here

Biden Climate Plan to Save Forests Pivots on Swamps, \vet{4)

By Bobby Magilt Bloomberg Law November 2, 2021

Protecting peatlands carbondense swamps and forested wetlands found worldwidee crucial to President Joe
. A RSy Qcéons@natho @Flai announced Tuesday at the United Nations climate summit in Glasgow. Peatla
FY2y3a GKS GONRGAOIf Sardsays ateleSs¥ndiat to tirkire dowk thelih8at dn 2lideiteS
changa a move hailed by U.Naffiliated organizations promoting peatland protection at the 26th Conference of
Parties of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate ChRege. more here

A Biden climate adviser explains how the U.S. plans to meet its climate goals

By Noel King npr ¢ November 1, 2021
NPR's Steve Inskeep talks to White House National Climate Adviser Gina McCarthy about what to expect fro
COP26 Summit in Glasgow, Scotland, and what's at stake if agreements are noRexadenore here

Biden administration plans roll backs of Trurrgra Endangered Species Act rules

By Ben Lefebvre Politicog October 27, 2021

The Biden administration wiibrmally introduce regulatory proposals to rescind changes the Trump administrat
made to how agencies interpret parts of the Endangered Species Act, according to documents scheduled to |
the Federal Register on WednesdRgad more here
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https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2021/11/08/2021-24317/deadline-extension-for-regional-roundtable-discussions-regarding-waters-of-the-united-states
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/federal-interagency-working-group-reconvened-improve-protections-endangered-species
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Plan_to_Conserve_Global_Forests_final.pdf
https://news.bloomberglaw.com/environment-and-energy/biden-climate-plan-to-save-forests-pivots-on-swamps-wetlands
https://www.npr.org/2021/11/01/1051036103/a-biden-climate-adviser-explains-how-the-u-s-plans-to-meet-its-climate-goals
https://www.politico.com/news/2021/10/27/biden-trump-endangered-species-act-517345

Jon A. Kusler
Scholarship Award

Gps!pvs!3132!'dbnqgbj ho
asking for you to support our future
wetland professionals.

Jo!'ipops!pg! BTXN!t! gp"
Kusler, Esq., ASWM has established the Jon

A. Kusler Student Scholarship Award, a
competitive award to fund all expenses for

one or more students studying wetland

science, law or policy (either undergraduate or
graduau f ' mf wf m* l up! buuf o
State/Tribal/ Federal Coordination meeting.
Contributions to the scholarship award will
fotvsf!luibu! Kpo!t! mfh

the capacity of the next generation to protect #G I N I N G
boe! sftupsf!pvs!obujp
Donate here to the Jon A. Kusler T U E S DAY

Student Scholarship Award
November 30, 2021
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UPCOMING HOT TOPICS WEBINARS

Risk Reduction for Mitigationi Projects: Perspectives-on Financial
Assurances' Best Practices: Part 1 of 2: Letters of Credit & Escrow Accounts

Tuesday, December 7, 2021- 3:00 p.m.-4:30 p.m. EST

Presenters:

Steve Martin, Retired Steve Moore Amelia Savage
Institute for Water Resources Vice President of Finance Environmental Attorney
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Westervelt Ecological Stearns Weaver Miller

Services, LLC

More Information Register Here

Risk Reduction for Mitigationi Projects: Perspectives-on Financial
Assurances' Best Practices: Part 2 of 2: Casualty Insurance & Surety Bonds

Tuesday, December 14, 2021- 3:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m. EST

Presenters:

Steve Martin, Retired Alexander Dam Chris Baker Robert Spoth
Institute for Water Director, Surety & Principal President

Resources, U.S. Army  performance Security, Conservation United Ecosystems Insurance
Corps of Engineers Aon

More Information Register Here

A Certificate of Participation to be used toward Continuing Education Credits will be available for
participation in all LIVE Webinars. ASWM members receive free Certificates of Participation. Non -
Members who request a certificate will be charged a processin g fee of $25.00. Certificates are not
available for viewing recorded webinars. Click here for more information.
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