
Dear Wetlanders,  

Climate change and infrastructure are all the buzz these days with the new $1 trillion bipartisan 
infrastructure bill signed by President Biden yesterday. Funding to address climate change will be 
explicitly addressed in a separate bill, but there are plenty of opportunities for agencies and 
organizations to leverage nature-based infrastructure solutions with the infrastructure funding now 
available, which in the long run will help us address climate change resilience and mitigation needs 
for the nation.  

Iƴ ǘƘŜ 9ŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ /ƘƻƛŎŜ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΣ L ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŀ press release by the U.S. Environmental 
tǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ό9t!ύ hŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ ²ŀǘŜǊΣ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ϸрл ōƛƭƭƛƻƴ ƴƻǿ ŜŀǊƳŀǊƪŜŘ ŦƻǊ 9t!Ωǎ ǿŀǘŜǊ 
infrastructure programs. In calls that the Association of State Wetland Managers participated in 
recently with Assistant Administrator Radhika Fox, she mentioned funding for state revolving loans 
that could be used for nature-based infrastructure projects, much of which are available for grants or 
ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ƭƻŀƴǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘǊǳƭȅ ŀ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ 9t!Ωǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ  
of Water Programs, and thus for state and tribal water programs.  

Climate change is no doubt the biggest challenge of our time as it 
affects all aspects of our lives. Iƴ 9ŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ /ƘƻƛŎŜ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ŀ ǎǘƻǊȅ  
about how it is impacting Tribal Nations and new conservation areas. 
And in National News we have stories regarding the recent COP26 
United Nations global climate summit as well as .ƛŘŜƴΩǎ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ Ǉƭŀƴ. 

I hope you enjoy our selection of news stories this month. As always, if 
you have news to share, please send them to us at news@aswm.org.  

 
Best regards, 

Marla J. Stelk 
Editor, Wetland News Digest 
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Editorõs Choice 
  

In the Midst of a Salmon Crisis, Alaska Native Villages Band Together 

By Maia Wikler ς Hakai Magazine ς November 11, 2021 
LǘΩǎ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ ǘǿƻ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƴ ƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŜǘ ŀǎ .Ŝƴ 
Stevens navigates the braided channels of the Yukon River toward his fish 
camp. Stevens is a traditional fishermanτDinyee Hutanne, the people of the 
canyon. He was raised by his grandmother on the river in Stevens Village, a 
Koyukon Athabascan community nestled within the Yukon Flats in Alaska. 
Typically, the camp is bustling with families processing salmon. This year, 
however, it was quiet as he set a four-inch (10-centimeter) mesh net for 
whitefish; there were no salmon to catch. Read more here. 

Why Climate Change Could Put New Conservation Areas in Jeopardy 

By Zach St. George ς YaleEnvironent360 ς November 11, 2021 
Last month, parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity met virtually to 
set global conservation goals for the next decade. Although the 196 
signatories to the treaty did not meet the goals they set a decade ago, they 
nevertheless are moving to expand on those goals, most notably with a 
proposal ǘƻ ǇƭŀŎŜ ол ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘΩǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƻŎŜŀƴǎ ƛƴ 
ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀǎ ōȅ нлолΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ άол ōȅ олέ Ǉƭŀƴ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ƻŦ ŦƛŜǊŎŜ 
argument, with some critics calling it an environmentalist pipe dream and 
a neocolonialist land grab that, by restricting the activities allowed in newly 
protected areas, could negatively affect as many as 300 million people, 
including many of the ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǇƻƻǊŜǎǘΦ Read more here. 

Bipartisan Infrastructure Deal: A Historic Investment in Water 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Water ς November 10, 2021 
President Biden's leadership and bipartisan Congressional action have 
delivered the single-largest investment in U.S. water infrastructure ever. The 
Bipartisan Infrastructure Deal invests more than $50 billion through EPA's 
highly successful water infrastructure programs. For more information, 
please see the BID factsheet here. You can view a video message from 
Assistant Administrator Radhika Fox here. 

Army Corps Halts Coverage Under Nationwide Permits 

By Anna Wildeman, Dave Ross, Check Sensiba, et al. ς Environmental Law 
and Policy Monitor ς November 5, 2021 
Landowners and permit applicants received an email notification this week 
that the Army Corps of Engineers (Army Corps) would not be processing 
their requests for coverage under a variety of Clean Water Act (CWA) 
Section 404 Nationwide Permits (NWPs). NWPs are general permits that 
ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛȊŜ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ /ƭŜŀƴ ²ŀǘŜǊ !Ŏǘ {ŜŎǘƛƻƴ плп ǘƘŀǘ άǿƛƭƭ ŎŀǳǎŜ ƻƴƭȅ 
minimal adverse environmental effects when performed separately and will 
ƘŀǾŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƳƛƴƛƳŀƭ ŎǳƳǳƭŀǘƛǾŜ ŀŘǾŜǊǎŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΦέ /²! 
Section 404 (e)(1). Read more here. 
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https://www.aswm.org/publications/wetland-news-digest
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NEW: Beaver-Related Restoration Training Series  
 
The Association of State Wetland Managers (ASWM) and the Bureau of Land Management 

(BLM) collaborated to develop a series of webinars introducing the topic of restoration of 

aquatic ecosystems through the reintroduction of beavers, the use of beaver dam analogues 

(BDAs) or restoration designed to attract beavers to an area to contribute to changing 

hydrology and restoring ecosystem services. This webinar series was originally developed 

with guidance from a national workgroup of beaver restoration experts with presentations 

provided by practitioners, managers and researchers working in the field. The webinars have 

been assembled into a series of online Training Modules, covering the basics of beaver 

restoration and continuing through implementation challenges and ways to encourage beaver 

restoration projects. 

 

Each online module in the Beaver-Related Restoration Training Series is accompanied by an 

optional knowledge assessment quiz available through ClassMarker. The quiz assesses 

understanding of the key take-away points of the training. 

 

ASWM Members - as a benefit of membership, you will have the opportunity to download a 

free Certificate of Completion for each module quiz that you pass. Log In to the membership 

portal to access the learning modules and quizzes. 

 

Non-Members - you have free access to view the learning modules. There is a $25.00 USD fee 

per module to take the online quiz towards achieving a Certificate of Completion. Secure 

payment is made through PayPal, either with a PayPal account or with the guest option, using 

a credit card. Learn more here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Photo by Sharon Weaver ASWM 
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Upcoming ASWM Members' Webinar Series  

Mfncfstǃ!Pomz!Xfcjobs!ƿ Join ASWM Here 

Conducting a Benefits Assessment for Restoration of  

Wetlands on Cranberry Farmland 

Wednesday, December 15, 2021 - 3:00 p.m.-4:30 p.m. Eastern 

Presenter: 

¦ Glorianna Davenport, Living Observatory, Plymouth, MA  

 

 

 
A Certificate of Participation to be used toward Continuing Education Credits will be 
available for participation in all LIVE Webinars. ASWM members receive free Certificates 
of Participation. Non -Members who request a certificate will be charged a processing fee 
of $25.00. Certificates are not available  for viewing recorded webinars.  Click here for 
more information.  

 

Recoding Available  
ASWM Members' Webinar Series 

Megafires Be Dammed: Can Beaver-created Fire Refugia Persist 

Through Extreme Wildfire  Events? 

Held Wednesday, October 27, 2021 - 3:00 p.m.-4:30 p.m. Eastern 

Presenter: 

 

 

 

 

 

¦ Emily Fairfax, Ph.D. California State University Channel Islands  

 

More Information  

 
Register Here 

Up!wjfx!uif!nfncfstǃ!xfcjobs-!qmfbtf!login  here,  then navigate to the 

Nfncfstǃ!Xfcjobs!Tfsjft/!Qmfbtf!dpoubdu!vt!bu!laura@aswm.org or  

(07) 892-3399 i f  you need assistance logging in .  I f  you are not 

current ly  a member,  c l ick  here to jo in  ASWM. 
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National News 

 

 

  
6 takeaways from the U.N. climate conference 

By The NYC Daily Post ς November 13, 2021 
Before it started, the United Nations global climate summit in Glasgow known 
as COP26 was billed by ƛǘǎ ŎƘƛŜŦ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜǊ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άƭŀǎǘΣ ōŜǎǘ ƘƻǇŜέ ǘƻ ǎŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ 
planet. Halfway through, optimistic reviews of its progress noted that heads of 
state and titans of industry showed up in force to start the gathering with 
splashy new climate promises, a sign that momentum was building in the right 
direction. On Saturday, diplomats from nearly 200 countries struck a major 
agreement aimed at intensifying efforts to fight climate change, by calling on 
governments to return next year with stronger plans to curb their planet-
ǿŀǊƳƛƴƎ ŜƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǳǊƎƛƴƎ ǿŜŀƭǘƘȅ ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ άŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ŘƻǳōƭŜέ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ōȅ 
2025 to protect the most vulnerable nations from the hazards of a hotter 
planet. Read more here.  

EPA and DOI Announce Recommitment to Federal Partnership in Support of 
Urban Waters  

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ς November 9, 2021 
Today, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the U.S. Department of 
the Interior, 13 other federal agencies, and non-governmental partners 
commemorated a decade of accomplishments under the Urban Waters Federal 
Partnership while pledging their recommitment to this partnership. Twenty 
partnership locations across the country are advancing economic, public health, 
environmental, and social benefits by enhancing community connections to 
ǿŀǘŜǊΦ ά²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 10th anniversary of the Urban Waters Federal Partnership 
and the 50th anniversary of the Clean Water Act, EPA is celebrating 
transformational improvements to our watersτincluding in our urban 
ŎŜƴǘŜǊǎΣέ ǎŀƛŘ 9t! !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƻǊ ŦƻǊ ²ŀǘŜǊ wŀŘƘƛƪŀ CƻȄΦ ά¢ƘŜ Urban 
Waters Federal Partnership is supporting communities across the country, from 
the Bronx to Los Angeles to our newest locationτthe Rio Reimagined project in 
Arizona. I look forward to accelerating this progress with our renewed 
ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘΦέ Read more here. 

Wetland Reserve Enhancement Partnership: USDA Natural Resources 
Conservation Service Approves Funding for Historically Underserved 
Producers (Including Arkansas)  

By Mitchell, Williams, Selig, Gates & Woodyard, P.L.L.C. ς JDSUPRA ς November 
9, 2021 
The United States Department of Agriculture Natural Resources Conservation 
{ŜǊǾƛŎŜ όάbw/{έύ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ оǊŘ ƴŜǿǎ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ 
investing 11 million dollars in partnerships to restore wetlands for projects 
that bring together partners and landowners to voluntarily return wetland 
functions to agricultural landscapes. The funding is for two new projects and 
additional funding to existing ones that are described as prioritizing high-
impact projects and provide assistance to historically underserved farmers 
and ranchers. Read more here. 
 

Î About ASWM 

Î Publications 

ÎScience 

Î Wetland Programs  

ÎLaw & Policy 

  

Photo by Laura Burchill, ASWM 
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Deadline Extension for Regional Roundtable Discussions wŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ά²ŀǘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎέ 
 
Federal Register ς November 8, 2021 
On October 13, 2021, EPA and the Army (the agencies) announced a process for stakeholders to nominate a slate of 
participants to potentially be selected as one of ten geographically focused roundtables. These regional roundtables 
will be hosted by EPA and the Army and will enable stakeholders with a range of perspectives to discuss their 
ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ άǿŀǘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎέ ό²h¢¦{ύΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ 
provide greater clarity within their geographic areas. In response to robust interest in these regional roundtables, the 
agencies have extended the deadline for submissions to Wednesday, December 1, 2021. A Federal Register Notice 
providing this extension and additional clarifications is available here. 
 
Federal Interagency Working Group Reconvened to Improve Protections for Endangered Species and Enhance 
Transparency  
 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ς November 3, 2021 
Today, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the White House Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ), 
Department of Agriculture, Department of Commerce, and Department of the Interior are reaffirming their 
commitment to working together and with stakeholders to protect endangered species, provide effective pest control 
tools, and regulate pesticide use in a fair, transparent, and predictable manner. Last month, all five agencies met as 
part of the Interagency Working Group (IWG) created under the 2018 Farm Bill to discuss improvements to the 
Endangered Species Act (ESA) section 7 consultation process for pesticide registration and registration review. The 
ƎǊƻǳǇΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ .ƛŘŜƴ-Harris Administration resulted in specific commitments to improve the 
pesticide consultation process for endangered species and engaging stakeholders, including by capitalizing on the 
strong interest among stakeholders for a workable process. Read more here. 
 
Biden Climate Plan to Save Forests Pivots on Swamps, Wetland (1) 
 
By Bobby Magill ς Bloomberg Law ς November 2, 2021 
Protecting peatlandsτcarbon-dense swamps and forested wetlands found worldwideτare crucial to President Joe 
.ƛŘŜƴΩǎ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ conservation plan announced Tuesday at the United Nations climate summit in Glasgow. Peatlands are 
ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ άŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŜŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳǎέ ǘƘŜ ²ƘƛǘŜ IƻǳǎŜ plan says are essential to turning down the heat on climate 
changeτa move hailed by U.N.-affiliated organizations promoting peatland protection at the 26th Conference of the 
Parties of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change. Read more here. 
 
A Biden climate adviser explains how the U.S. plans to meet its climate goals  
 
By Noel King ς npr ς November 1, 2021 
NPR's Steve Inskeep talks to White House National Climate Adviser Gina McCarthy about what to expect from the 
COP26 Summit in Glasgow, Scotland, and what's at stake if agreements are not made. Read more here. 
 
Biden administration plans roll backs of Trump-era Endangered Species Act rules 
 
By Ben Lefebvre ς Politico ς October 27, 2021 
The Biden administration will formally introduce regulatory proposals to rescind changes the Trump administration 
made to how agencies interpret parts of the Endangered Species Act, according to documents scheduled to be filed in 
the Federal Register on Wednesday. Read more here. 
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https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2021/11/08/2021-24317/deadline-extension-for-regional-roundtable-discussions-regarding-waters-of-the-united-states
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/federal-interagency-working-group-reconvened-improve-protections-endangered-species
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Plan_to_Conserve_Global_Forests_final.pdf
https://news.bloomberglaw.com/environment-and-energy/biden-climate-plan-to-save-forests-pivots-on-swamps-wetlands
https://www.npr.org/2021/11/01/1051036103/a-biden-climate-adviser-explains-how-the-u-s-plans-to-meet-its-climate-goals
https://www.politico.com/news/2021/10/27/biden-trump-endangered-species-act-517345


6 | WND 
 

  

 

  

Gps!pvs!3132!dbnqbjho-!xfǃsf! 

asking for you to support our future  

wetland professionals.  

Jo!ipops!pg!BTXNǃt!gpvoefs-!Es/!Kpo!B/!

Kusler, Esq., ASWM has established the Jon 

A. Kusler Student Scholarship Award, a 

competitive award to fund all expenses for 

one or more students studying wetland 

science, law or policy (either undergraduate or 

graduauf!mfwfm*!up!buufoe!BTXNǃt!boovbm!

State/Tribal/ Federal Coordination meeting. 

Contributions to the scholarship award will 

fotvsf!uibu!Kpoǃt!mfhbdz!mjwft!po!cz!cvjmejoh!

the capacity of the next generation to protect 

boe!sftupsf!pvs!obujpoǃt!xfumboet/ 

Donate here to the Jon A. Kusler  

Student Scholarship Award 

ǆTdpuu!boe!J!gpvoefe!

ASWM with two goalsǀto 

support state wetland 

programs and to support 

national wetland policy 

reflecting sound  

xfumboe!tdjfodf/Ǉ! 

ƿ Jon Kusler 

Jon A. Kusler 

Scholarship Award 

November 30, 2021 

Photo by Laura Burchill, ASWM 
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https://www.aswm.org/donate-to-aswm-menu
https://www.aswm.org/donate-to-aswm-menu
https://www.aswm.org/donate-to-aswm-menu
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A Certificate of Participation to be used toward Continuing Education Credits will be available for  

participation in all LIVE Webinars. ASWM members receive free Certificates of Participation. Non -

Members who request a certificate will be charged a processin g fee of $25.00. Certificates are not 

available for viewing recorded webinars.  Click here for more information.  

UPCOMING HOT TOPICS WEBINARS 
Risk Reduction for Mitigation Projects: Perspectives on Financial 
Assurances' Best Practices : Part 1 of 2: Letters of Credit & Escrow Accounts  

Tuesday, December 7, 2021 - 3:00 p.m.-4:30 p.m. EST 

Presenters: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Risk Reduction for Mitigation Projects: Perspectives on Financial 
Assurances' Best Practices : Part 2 of 2: Casualty Insurance & Surety Bonds 

Tuesday, December 14, 2021 - 3:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m. EST 

Presenters: 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

More Information  

 
Register Here 

 

More Information  

 
Register Here 

 

 

Steve Moore 
Vice President of Finance 

Westervelt Ecological 
Services, LLC 

 

Steve Martin, Retired  
Institute for Water Resources 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

 

Amelia Savage 
Environmental Attorney 
Stearns Weaver Miller 

 

 

Steve Martin, Retired 
Institute for Water 

Resources, U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers 

 

Alexander Dam 
Director, Surety & 

Performance Security, 
Aon 

 

Chris Baker  
Principal  

Conservation United 
 

Robert Spoth 
 President  

Ecosystems Insurance 
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https://www.aswm.org/aswm/aswm-webinarscalls/9887-about-certificates-of-participation
https://www.aswm.org/aswm/aswm-webinarscalls/8386-aswm-hot-topics-webinar-series#hottopics120721
https://www.aswm.org/aswm/aswm-webinarscalls/8386-aswm-hot-topics-webinar-series#hottopics120721
https://www.aswm.org/aswm/aswm-webinarscalls/8386-aswm-hot-topics-webinar-series#hottopics120721
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/3480557251562184716
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/3480557251562184716
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/3480557251562184716
https://www.aswm.org/aswm/aswm-webinarscalls/8386-aswm-hot-topics-webinar-series#hottopics121421
https://www.aswm.org/aswm/aswm-webinarscalls/8386-aswm-hot-topics-webinar-series#hottopics121421
https://www.aswm.org/aswm/aswm-webinarscalls/8386-aswm-hot-topics-webinar-series#hottopics121421
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/7527129477684936972
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/7527129477684936972
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/7527129477684936972





































